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HISTORY LESSON 3: The Early Days 
by Kristie Cody

I recently had the opportunity to meet and visit with a 
very interesting fellow by the name of C. P. “Bud” Edwards, 
III. For those of you unfamiliar with him, he is the original 
developer of Wolf Laurel. We spent the afternoon riding 
around the mountain as Bud took me back in time with 
his recollections of the early days of this unique and prized 
mountain community. I will share with you some of Bud’s 
story.

A simple telephone call some 
50 years ago planted the seed 
for what would later become 
one of the finest residential 
developments in the history of 
the state of North Carolina – 
Wolf Laurel. A realtor from Mars 
Hill telephoned Bud Edwards, 
a developer from Kingsport, 
TN, to let him know that Mrs. 
Buck was interested in selling 
Bald Mountain. Mrs. Buck, 
widow of the late N.C. House 
Representative David M. Buck, was getting on up in years 
and wanted to divide her estate between her son and 
daughter. Since she couldn’t very well divide Bald Mountain, 
she decided that she would sell it and divide the money.  
That’s where Bud came in. He met with Mrs. Buck and 
agreed to purchase around 3600 – 3700 acres from her. In 
June of 1964, the purchase was finalized.

The way the land lay was kind of awkward, so Bud wanted 
to buy some adjacent property to smooth it out. He 
bought roughly 1100 acres of land, contiguous to the Buck 
property, from a gentleman by the name of Raleigh English. 
Shortly thereafter, he bought a smaller tract from the 

McDaris family. That put the total land he had purchased at 
a little over 5000 acres. At the time, acreage was calculated 
using horizontal surveys. In a nutshell, a horizontal survey 
was kind of like laying a piece of paper over top of a 
tract of land, drawing a line around the perimeter of the 
property and calculating the acreage from that. With 
horizontal surveys, the dips and rises of the mountains 
aren’t taken into account. The actual acreage turned out to 

be roughly 30% more than what 
the deeds called for. By the time 
all was said and done, the total 
land that Bud had purchased was 
over 6,000 acres. 

Working with his family in their 
real estate firm in Kingsport, Bud 
had already developed a couple 
of private golf courses and clubs. 
Then he went to the “teacher of 
all – Gatlinburg.” Having learned 
some valuable lessons there, Bud 
chuckled and said, “Gatlinburg 

will teach you everything about real estate.” It was around 
the same time he was finishing up a 500-acre development 
there, called Chalet Village, that he bought the property at 
Wolf Laurel.

The only real plans he had at the time for his newly 
acquired property was to fish and hunt grouse on it.  So 
that’s what he did, at first. There was an old natural stream 
on the property that he worked to restore so that the 
native Brookie trout could thrive and reproduce there. 
While restoring that stream and hunting for grouse, Bud 
would take some of his friends to the property with him. 
Among the friends he brought to his new hunting grounds 



179 CHESTNUT VILLAGE-JUST 
REDUCED!! $189,000-Adorable 
log home that offers 2 Bdr’s, 1.5 
Baths, additional sqft upstairs 
could be finished, furnished, open 
floor plan, all paved frontage. 
MLS#409947

11 MAYAPPLE LANE-$229,000-
JUST LISTED!!Log home close 
to club & pro shop w/mtn views, 
furnished, cath. T&G ceilings on 
main, wood floors on main, skylites, 
stone fplc, 2 Bdr’s, 2 Baths with 2 
bionus rooms on lower level, 2 large 
decks, MOTIVATED TO MOVE!!! 
MLS#539202

460 TRILLIUM LANE-$239,000-
JUST LISTED!! High elevation , just 
off paved road, 3 Bdr’s, 2 Baths, 
log home, 1670sqft, new kitchen w/
stainless appliances, all furnishings 
to convey, 2 stone fplcs, bonus room 
on upper level, gas heat, central 
A/C,  unfinished 880sqft lower level 
great for expansion. MUST SEE!! 
MLS#539820

228 BUCKEYE ROAD- $245,000-
JUST REDUCED!! High elevation 
for this well maintained family 
size home that offers 3 bedroom 
suites, fplc, gas heat, cath. ceilings, 
open floor plan, 2 huge decks, 
workshop, 2 car garage, mtn views. 
MLS#532961

261 EL MINER DRIVE-$279,000-
JUST LISTED!! Like new mountain 
home that offers 2 Bdr’s, 2.5 Baths, 
full unfinished lower level, fplc, gas 
heat, open loft area, wood floors , 
paved access, 2 decks, backs up to 
golf course w/stream on property. 
MUST SEE!! MLS@539576

868 ENGLISH RIDGE-$325,000-
Beautiful property on a wooded 
rolling 2.55 acres w/mountain 
views, 3 Bdr’s, 2 Baths, 2048sqft, 
furnished, cvrd front porch perfect 
for rocking chairs, cvrd back balcony 
to take in views, stone fplc, detached 
garage or workshop. MLS#526969 

998 McKinney Gap Rd-$339,000-
JUST REDUCED!! Seller says “ 
Bring your Offer”!! Spacious family 
home on all paved road, high 
elevation, mtn views, 4 Bdr’s, 3.5 
Baths, stone fplc, 2 large decks, 
garage on main, tons of rockwork, 
fully furnished, great investment 
potential!! MLS#483929  

272 UNAKITE LANE-$358,500-
JUST LISTED!! Antique log home w/
extreme views and water on property 
at high elevation, well maintained, 3 
Bdr’s, 2.5 Baths, furnished, tons of 
decks to enjoy views, flat driveway, 
outbldg, 2 acres nicely landscaped. 
MLS#539210

85 BEE TREE LANE-$449,500-
NEWLY FURNISHED!! Beautiful 
custom built home in a serene 
setting with views of Big Bald Mtn, 
Open and airy floor plan that offers 
three large master suites, wood 
and tile floor throughout, cath. 
T&G ceilings, 2 stone fplc, gas 
heat, central air, 2 decks, hot tub, 
garage, .76 Acre w/paved drive. see 
www.85beetree.com
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were Boots Duke and his family and Barney Pendleton 
and his family. They liked this new place so much that Bud 
agreed to sell each family a small parcel. There, on what is 
now El Miner Drive, the first homes in Wolf Laurel were 
built.

At that point, with some urging from his friends, Bud finally 
decided to go ahead and build a resort on this beautiful 
mountain land. The close proximity to his home in 
Kingsport played a major role in that decision. Of course, it 
wasn’t just a hop, skip and a jump for him to commute via 
automobile, but he had access to another method of travel 
that made it much quicker and easier – he could commute 
via helicopter. Bud built a heliport near where the Country 
Club is today and Wolf Laurel was well on its way!

The history of this land gave its name to the mountain 
resort that was to come.  In short, the entrance of white 
settlers into this region meant that land was cleared for 
farming, no doubt cutting into the natural habitat of the 
many grey wolves who lived here. With their natural 
hunting grounds disturbed, the wolves found that livestock 
made for easy prey. Of course, the settlers could not allow 
the slaughter of their livestock to continue and so began 
aggressively hunting the wolves. The numerous laurel 
thickets meandering through the mountainside provided 
the wolves with one last stronghold. The settlers, however, 
proved to be formidable opponents. It is said that the last 
of the wolves was killed on Bald Mountain. Due to that 
history, the area on this side of Bald Mountain became 

known as Wolf Laurel. It was 
only fitting to recognize that 
history in the naming of the 
new resort.

Developing and selling land 
in such a remote location 
did lend a number of unique 
challenges to overcome. 
For one, there were no 
hotels or any other places 
nearby for people to stay 
when they came to look 
at – and hopefully fall in 
love with – the property 
Bud had available. To deal 
with that situation, he built 
about 7 or 8 small cabins 
for the purpose of providing 
potential buyers with a place 

to stay while they explored the property. All of these 
cabins, called “cribs”, were original pioneer log cabins 
that he purchased in Madison County. He found them by 
simply driving through the countryside, looking around 
for just the right kind of structure. He and his crew would 
disassemble the cabins, carefully marking each log (A1, 
A2, A3, A4 and so on) so that they could be relocated 
to the mountain and reassembled. These “cribs” can be 
found today along Village Lane, just above what is now the 
Community Center (a.k.a. the “Old Barn”).

As any developer worth his salt understands, Bud knew 
that he had to “prime the pump,” so to speak, and create 
some activity in order to entice buyers to the mountain. 
That meant he had to build some amenities. The golf 
course would be the first amenities project to get 
underway. As Bud described, “Taking down trees to put in 
a golf course leaves a lot of scars on the earth. That takes 
time to heal. It takes a lot of time for a new golf course to 
come into its growth and to be playable.” 

Building a golf course in the mountainous terrain proved 
a unique challenge. “I had 2 nationally known golf course 
architects look at this project with me,” Bud recalled. 
“They said it would be impossible to build a golf course 
there.  They told me, ‘Mr. Edwards, go down and buy 150 
acres there in a bottom some place.” Bud didn’t want to 
do that. He wanted the golf course on the property he 
was developing and he “felt that it could be done,” so on 
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he went with it. 

Fueled by his determination to stick with his plans and 
do what they said couldn’t be done, construction of the 
golf course began. As the trees came down, breathtakingly 
beautiful vistas were opened up along the way. Premium-
priced lots were laid out alongside the course. As Bud put 
it, “People wanted to be near the golf course, no matter if 
they played or not.” Aside from the lots purchased by the 
Duke and the Pendleton families, the lots around the golf 
course were the first to sell. 

Financing a project of this size was a daunting task, 
to say the least. Banks just would not lend money on 
a development. It was too risky. There was, however, 
a relatively new option available. In the early 1950’s, 
the federal government created the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) to “aid, counsel, assist and protect, 
insofar as is possible, the interests of small business 
concerns.” SBA loans were primarily geared toward 
projects that would create employment in weak 
economies. At the time, Madison County fit the bill as 

a weak economy. Bud went to the Northwestern Bank 
in North Wilkesboro, where he had done some banking 
prior to the Wolf Laurel venture. They could see that this 
project would bring an influx of development, thereby 
creating jobs in Madison County. While he had to use his 
own money to get the ball rolling with the infrastructure 
of the development, building and promotion, Bud was 
able to obtain SBA loans for the golf course and the ski 
operation.

Even still, the location of this unique property presented 
another, quite sizeable hurdle. Puncheon Fork Road 
was un-paved and “rough as a washboard” at the time. 
Some folks would actually get half way up Puncheon 
Fork and turn around, refusing to go any further up that 
horrible mountain road. “It’s hard to develop a project in 
the mountains not near anything and five miles from an 
improved road,” Bud recalled matter of factly. At the time, 
real estate was all about location, location, location and, 
of course, ease of access. “Without that,” he declared, 
“you’ve really got to do a good job of promotion and your 
amenities.”

Where Mars Hill...
Toasts the British Isles

828-680-1200
37 S Main Street   Mars Hill, NC 28754
corkandcrownpub.com

Classic British Cuisine with a Southern Flair
Craft Beers and Extensive Wine List

Happily bringing Madison County's 
finest farm produce, dairy and 
meats to your table!

Introducing The Cork and Crown

Join us for Open Mic on Tuesdays at 8PM
Live Music on Saturdays beginning at 8PM
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A-10

828-689-5092
Commercial - Residential - Repair

“Professional Service with Quality Results”

Serving Western North Carolina for 30 Years

Class 1 License

Owner: John Hill
Phone: (828) 689-5092

Fax: (828) 689-5392
E-mail: jhillplumbing@aol.com
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Bud’s brother-in-law’s brother, Wick Exum, was a close 
friend of a fellow by the name of Stikeleather, who just 
happened to be head of the department of roads for the 
state of North Carolina. Mr. Stikeleather came up to the 
property a few times with Wick to spend the weekend. He 
was obviously impressed with what he saw. It was through 
some “politicking” that Puncheon Fork finally became a 
paved road, providing much better access to the growing 
resort.

Playing up the remote location, Wolf Laurel was 
appropriately billed as “The Great Escape.” With such a 
large, rough piece of property, it was difficult to see it all 
from the ground. Making good use of the heliport, Bud 
had 2 helicopters that would fly potential buyers over the 
property for a bird’s eye view. His pilots would also take 
people working on the mountain and their kids for rides 
in the helicopters. I’ll bet there are still folks around here 
today who can remember going on one of those rides.

With roughly 20 miles of roads in place in Wolf Laurel, 
Bud purchased 6 pale blue Ford convertibles for his sales 
team. All were manual transmission and all had steel plates 
mounted underneath to protect the oil pans from the 
rocky, rough terrain. Each convertible was also equipped 
with a radio. Near where the Country Club is now, was a 
centralized radio control station with someone manning 
it all the time. When a deal had been made on a lot, 
the salesman would radio in and the paperwork would 
begin. Staying in close contact allowed the salesmen to 
keep track of which properties were available and which 
weren’t.

A sales team traveling all over the mountainside can 
get pretty hungry. Bud recalls that there was no place 
nearby to eat except for Little Creek Café, owned and 
operated at that time by Mrs. Edna Boone. It was just a 
little place where she also did some sewing and sold quilts. 
Bud remembers that he would buy 3 or 4 pies from her 
whenever he came through. Once he started developing 
Wolf Laurel, he would get Mrs. Boone to come up on the 
mountain and cook for everybody. The way Bud describes 
the “great big pan of biscuits” she used to prepare it’s plain 
to see that he still remembers exactly how good they 
tasted.

At the time Bud purchased the land, there were a few 
existing structures on the property. The cabin that now 
houses the mailroom was already there. The “Old Barn” 

that now houses the POA, Amenities and Roads & Security 
offices was there, although Bud did remodel it a time or 
two. He used to have bands come play for dances held 
inside that old barn. Bud also remembers “an old man… a 
great, big giant of a man” who lived in the cabin just above 
the barn. He had the biggest hands he’d ever seen. He lived 
there by himself when Bud bought the property and died 
shortly thereafter. Although Bud says he just left the man 
alone, he does remember seeing him many times sitting 
outside on a massive rocking chair, quietly whittling away at 
something.

In addition to the golf course, Bud had plans for another 
major amenity for this growing resort. A ski area would 
satisfy the need for some winter fun for folks on the 
mountain. That project, of course, was not without 
challenges of its own. Who would have guessed that a 
strike in New York would affect the construction of a 
ski area here in Western North Carolina? Well it sure 
did. Bud had ordered a Poma lift for the upper part of 
the mountain. That was a particular type of lift requiring 
skiers to hold onto it, with skis still on the snow, while it 
pulled them up the mountain. It was shipped to the United 
States by boat. Due to the ongoing strike in New York at 
the time, the ski lift sat in the harbor for 2 or 3 months 
before Bud could get it unloaded and brought down to 
Wolf Laurel.  In addition to the Poma lift, Bud also installed 
a chair lift in the ski area.  The cables had to be spliced 
together to get the length needed for the lift. Only a 
handful of men in the country were trained to do that type 
of work. The cables had to be spliced into each other for 
a distance of at least 120 feet or so in order to maintain 
the strength needed to operate the lift. Bud can remember 
watching a man work patiently and diligently, splicing the 
cables, day after day until, finally, they were completed.

During the time development was well underway, Bud 
recalls that his foreman, Clay Jenkins, had “the best little 
hunting dog” for going after grouse. Boots Duke called Bud 
one day while he was in his office. Boots wanted to do 
some hunting that day but Bud had appointments to keep. 
He told Boots that he could take Clay’s dog along with 
him. Clay took Boots and the dog up to the Tennessee side 
of the Bald. They agreed that Clay would pick him and the 
dog up at 5:00 that afternoon. Later on that evening, Clay 
came rushing down the mountain to find Bud. “I’ve been 
up there, it’s getting dark and I can’t find Boots,” he told 
Bud. So Clay, Bud and Lonnie, Bud’s bodyguard & driver 
at the time, jumped in the jeep and up the mountain they 
went. When they got to the Bald and saw no sign of Boots 
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Cottage Style 2 Bedroom 2 
Bath with lots of storage, 
Stone Fireplace, Remodeled 
Kitchen with New Appliances, 
New Hard-wood ßooring, easy  
year round access on paved 
Road, Exterior building for 
your Car or Storage, 550Õ sq ft 
of covered Back Decking.
MLS  519963       $199,800
               You Tube 
  http://www.youtube.com/
  watch?v=AQ1WvzcIC1s

Shannon E Bryan
Wolf Mountain Realty
Broker, Realtor, GRI, ABR

Direct 828-776-7244
www.ShannonEBryan.com

Beautiful 1 Bedroom Condo
with Long Range Views, 
Completely Remodeled, New 
Granite counter tops, New Wood 
ßooring, Gas Þreplace, 1st ßoor 
unit for easy year round access..  
No Stairs ! Enjoy your Long 
Range View while dining on your 
Private Deck.
MLS 488961! ! $139,000
                You Tube  
  http://www.youtube.com/ 
   watch?v=XZo6UtaDla8

160 Wolf Head 

Custom 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath 
Open, Bright, & Airy, Vaulted 
Ceilings Master Bedroom Suite, 
SS Kitchen, Hardwood & Carpet 
ßooring, Stone Fireplace, Central 
Heating, Ceiling, Fans, Central 
Vacuum, Screened Patio, over 
1,000 ft of decking, fenced in 
yard for your pets & also includes 
the lot next door. 1.5 Total Acres.     
MLS 519955             $379.000
               You Tube
   http://www.youtube.com /
    watch?v=oXdFICkrmsQ

    160 Wolfs Head Ct 
            $379,000

       64 Hampton Gap 
            $199,800

Wolf Laurel You Tube http://www.youtube.com/watch?vv=AQ1WvzcIC1s

107 The Lodge
    $139,000

                 $125,000
229 Gardenside Rd 

 101 Sarvis Ln    $462,000

New listing..2 Bedroom, 
2 Bath Home, Open, Bright, 
& Airey, Vaulted Ceilings, 
Wood ßooring, Fireplace, 
Large Back deck...Lots of 
Space for Entertaining. 
$125,000
MLS 534546

New listing...4 Bedroom, 3 
Bath ski in, ski out home with 
Long Range Views. Split 
ßoor plan, Open, Vaulted 
Ceilings, Wood ßooring, 
Fireplace,   & Game 
room.Great Family Home or 
Investment/Rental Property. 
MLS 451100    $462,000

  Spring 
    in
   Wolf      
  Laurel

New
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or the dog, Bud told Clay to fire off a couple of shots. They 
listened for a response. Nothing. So Clay fired a couple 
more shots. After a bit, they finally heard a response off in 
the distance. Bud told the men he was going down in that 
direction to look for his friend. Lonnie, who Bud described 
as, “one of the roughest, meanest men you’ve ever seen 
but he was very loyal to me,” wouldn’t hear of letting Bud 
go alone and insisted he was going with him. Finally, about 
3 or 4:00 in the morning, they spotted the glow of a small 
campfire up on a ledge. The men made their way through 
the darkness toward that fire and, much to their relief, they 
found Boots and the dog. They were alive and well. Boots, 
who Bud remembered having emphysema, had gotten 
down in there and just couldn’t make his way back out. 
The terrain on that side of the mountain was very rough. 
In the meantime, word of the missing men had spread and 
created quite a bit of action on the mountain. Rescue units 
from North Carolina and Tennessee converged on the 
Bald, drawing an impressive crowd. Unable to locate the 
men, everyone had become quite concerned. Then, just 

before day break, a game warden by the name of Ramsey 
found them. He radioed to the rescue units and said 
that he had “found somebody.” Due to the staticky radio 
reception in the area, it came across as he had “found 
some body.” You can just imagine the stir that caused in 
the crowd until they all made it back to the top of the 
mountain!

No doubt there are a million stories that could be told 
about Wolf Laurel, from the early times through present 
day. What I have offered here is a mere glimpse into the 
history of this wonderful mountain community as seen 
through the eyes of C. P. Edwards, III, a man who had the 
astuteness and sheer tenacity to bring his vision to fruition. 
In closing, I would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank you” 
to Mr. Edwards for taking the time to share his memories 
with me. I consider it a privilege to have met and recorded 
some of the recollections of a man who has accomplished 
so much in his lifetime.

WLPOA Village Celebration 
of  The 4th on the 5th!  

Sponsorship Opportunities

 Sponsorship from both businesses and 
individuals for the WLPOA celebration are 
encouraged and welcomed to contribute.  
All support is greatly appreciated!  Please 
contact Cindy Tucker at 828-689-4089 or 
cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com  
by Monday, June 24th. 

 
Sponsorship levels & benefits:

Red, White & Blue Level:  $301-$500 contribution –  
includes 4 tickets to event & 1 parking space

Red & White Level:  $250-$300 contribution –  
includes 2 tickets to event &1 parking space

Red Level:  $100-$249 –  
includes 2 tickets to event

*Sponsors will be recognized on publicity posters and event announcements*
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Message from the President: June 2013 
By Frank Perritt

Thank you for the overwhelming response to the 
electronic annual dues billing. This has allowed WLPOA to 
complete planning for the Summer season activities and 
to continue with improvement and beautification of the 
facilities and appearance of the Village, “Wolf Laurel’s Front 
Door,”  including adding new mulch and pruning shrubs.

The construction of the swimming pool equipment 
building has been completed. The pool was inspected by 
the County and opened 23 May. Sealing the wooden deck, 
staining the pool furniture, and planting  decorative plants 
and shrubbery along the fence (generously contributed 
by Nina and Milton Ready) will greatly enhance the 
appearance of the pool area. Please remember that the 
pool is not a public pool and its use is limited to WLPOA 
Amenities Members and their guests. 

The safety of our members and guests is our highest 
priority. An inspection of the wooden bridges to the 
tennis courts and the children’s playground revealed that 
the support beams were sound; however, the railings 
were unstable. The playground bridge was deemed unsafe 
for children and was closed pending repairs, which are 

currently underway. The playground can still be entered 
from Spring Valley Road On each bridge, at an interval 
of twenty (20) feet, the deck boards will be replaced 
with an extension of  3  to 4 feet on each side with an 
angled brace extending back attached to the top railing. 
Numerous pickets in the railing will be replaced and sound 
pickets re-bolted. This work should not interfere with 
access to the tennis courts. 

In the Community Center internet routers which serve 
both WLPOA and Roads & Security offices were replaced 
resulting in a much improved internet and WiFi capability. 
The enhanced connections include the free Community 
computer available to all WLPOA members.  Please note, 
however, that printing from the Community computer is 
not available.
 
Exciting news from the electronic world! In addition 
to the notice of the Annual Meeting, proposed by-law 
amendments, biographies of board candidates and ballots 
will be sent by Email. Voting on the by-law amendments and 
board candidates will be done by electronic response to 
the ballot. Only those members without Email addresses 
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will receive paper notices. This 
new voting procedure results in 
significant cost savings in postage, 
printing, and staff and volunteer 
time in stuffing envelopes for 
mailing. Due to some complaints 
last year that members did not 
receive the notice of the Annual 
Meeting  (because some members 
had incorrect addresses listed or 
did not have their mail forwarded), 
the notice will be sent out thirty 
(30) days in advance of the Annual 
Meeting instead of fifteen (15) days 
as in the past. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING IS 
SCHEDULED FOR 10 AM 
SATURDAY THE 27 OF JULY IN 
THE PAVILION – PLEASE PLAN 
TO ATTEND!

Amenities Members should plan to 
attend the Monday night covered 
dish suppers and the Friday 
Nighters. Bring an hors d’oeuvre 
and enjoy good fellowship! 
Remember you can (and should) 
invite, on a onetime basis, WLPOA 
members to be introduced to 
the benefits and enjoyment of 
our Amenities program. Monthly 

music is provided with Friday of 
Memorial Day weekend being the 
first, featuring the popular Fred 
Buck playing.

GET INVOLVED! WLPOA needs 
volunteers to put on the 5th July 
celebration in the Village. Only 
with sponsors and volunteers can 
the cost of attending and enjoying 
a band for dancing and listening 
pleasure, refreshments, and 
entertainment for children, as well 
as a spectacular firework display 
be kept to a low price. Volunteers 
call Cindy Tucker at 828-689-4089.
 
Please drop by the Community 
Center for a cup of coffee and 
check out a book from your free 
library or use our WiFi. Cindy 
Tucker, Amenities Director, can 
answer any questions about the 
Amenities program activities. 
Kristie Cody, WLPOA office 
manager, can take care of any 
membership questions, handle 
signing up new WLPOA and 
Amenities members as well as 
notarize documents for WLOPA 
members without charge.

ELECTION
2013 Annual Meeting 

This year the election ballots for the 
2013 Annual Meeting will be issued 
through the Internet.  In late June, all 
WLPOA members will receive an 
Alert with attached Board of Director 
nominees’ biographies and proposed 
bylaw revisions.  Several days later, a 
second Alert will contain your ballot.

The Alert notification list for this election 
will include one email address per 
membership property.  For co-owned 
properties, the voting email address will 
be for whoever paid the dues for this 
year.

Approximately 40 members have 
not shared or do not have an email 
address.  Those members will receive 
the biographies and ballot as an insert 
to their June TOB.  Bylaw changes will 
be available on the website (www.
wolflaurelpoa.com) and accessible at 
your community library.

Elements of Earth Landscaping, Inc.
Michael Ryan, Owner

(828)380-2730  elementsofearthlandscaping@gmail.com

Are your wooden retaining walls rotting? 
Replace them with a custom granite boulder wall, 

creating a beautiful perennial rock garden. 
Examples and references in Wolf Laurel available
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PORK BBQ LUNCH
sponsored by  Upper Laurel Community Organization 

Saturday, June 29th

Turkey Shoot starting at 10:00 am
Lunch begins 12:00 Noon    Live Music all afternoon

All proceeds will go toward 
completion of youth league 

baseball field 
and concession stand.

$8 Adults  $3.50 children

BBQ, cole slaw, baked beans & dessert

at the Ebbs Chapel Community Center
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Our ecosystem here in The Village is thriving with 
wildlife!  Over the years, kids have enjoyed netting 
tadpoles and folks of all ages have enjoyed catching 
our stocked rainbow trout.  We see deer enjoying the 
area frequently and, of course, there’s the occasional 
bear that wanders through at night.  Muskrats and 
chipmunks are abundant.  One interesting part of our 
wildlife scene at the pond is the SNAKES!  We have a 
thriving population of Northern Water Snakes here in 
The Village.  The pond is the perfect environment for 
these snakes with lots of water, rocks, sun and potential 
food sources.  This NON-POISONOUS species is 
widespread throughout North America – from the 
Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi to Colorado, 
Minnesota to the northeastern states and into Ontario 
and Quebec.  As the name implies, they are great 
swimmers (as are most snake species).  

Because of its size and many colors, the Northern 
Water Snake is often mistaken for other species.  They 
can grow to more than 4’ in length and can be thick-
bodied – feeding on the many prey in the area:  fish, 
amphibians, small mammals and invertebrates.  Last year, 
I saw a small Northern Water Snake try to tackle one 
of the biggest tadpoles I’ve ever seen.  These snakes can 
also be prey for foxes, raccoons, snapping turtles and 
other snakes.  A perfect example of nature in balance.

I wanted to write an article about the snakes here in 
The Village so that our residents would know that we 
are aware of their presence and have taken time to 
determine that they are not poisonous.  In the pictures I 
took recently on a warm spring day, note the small non-
triangular head and round eye pupils (venomous snakes 
have vertical slit-shaped pupils).  My experience has 
been that as soon as they see people/movement, they 
quickly retreat from their sunny spot and head to the 
water.  It’s important to say that if any snake is stepped 
on, picked up or threatened, they may bite.  So, when 

you and your family members are around the pond 
and stream areas here, you should be cautious – wear 
proper shoes and clothing and always keep an eye out 
for these beautiful creatures.  

Yes, I actually said 
beautiful.  Their 
coloration varies 
greatly depending on 
age and whether they 
are wet or dry.  The 
majority have bands 
of orange, tan, brown, 
black, grey and dark 
green.  As they get 
older, their color will 
darken to a very dark 
grey or almost black.  
Note that we will 
continue to observe 
the area to determine 
if any other snake 
species are present 
here in The Village.

Snakes are an important part of our wild, natural 
environment and a healthy ecosystem.  Like ‘em or not, 
they are part of the rich wildlife community we are so 
lucky to be a part of here at Wolf Laurel. 

   
Editor’s note: If you see a snake by the pond in the 
Village, just step back! Our snakes, whose natural 
habitat we share, are harmless. They are an important 
part of our mountain ecosystem. Attend the final
Day of KIDS CAMP, meet the naturalist who instructs 
the campers, and learn more about these native 
citizens, whose job is to provide balance for the rodent 
population. 

Our Village Pond and Wildlife!
By Cindy Tucker
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Village 4th of July On The 5th! 
Friday, July 5, 2013, 7:00pm 

 

Great Music by Simple Folk all evening! 
Concessions for kids of all ages! 

Inflatables for the kids & a fire truck to explore! 
Enjoy a pickleball demonstration! 
The best fireworks show around! 

Provided by the Marshall Volunteer Fire Department. 
Always loud, smoky and spectacular – will start when 

fully dark. 
 

All Wolf Laurel Residents & Guests Welcome! 
 

Tickets on sale NOW!   
$15 per person; $10 for kids 6 and under 

 

Reserve your tickets by phone or e-mail before June 27th! 
Village Amenities Office – 828-689-4089 or 

cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com 
 

Bring your blanket, picnic supplies, coolers, comfortable event chairs or a 
blanket, an umbrella & a flashlight.  Be ready to have a great time! 

 

New!  Premium parking space raffle!  If you would like to park your car in The 
Village, we are raffling 30+ parking spaces for $10 per ticket. Only 100 tickets will 

be sold, so get yours now! 
 

No parking on Wolf Laurel Road or on Village Lane!!  Parking is available at the lower Ski Lodge Parking lot on Valley 
View only.  Drop off chairs, coolers, etc. in the Village at the Community Center before you park. Absolutely no parking 

within 200’ of pyrotechnics firing area in upper Village green space. 
 

Note: Before fireworks can begin, all spectators must move behind caution tape for safety.  
 Please consider this when setting up your chairs or blankets.   

Also, let’s keep Wolf Laurel clean – please don’t litter.  Thank you! 
 

If you are interested in a sponsorship of our fireworks display, please contact Cindy Tucker at 828-689-4089 or 
cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com. 
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Robin’s on Roan
Gallery

• Pottery
• Photography
• Custom Wood Pieces
• Jewelry

• Specialty Cards
• Solmate Socks©
• Tiffany Lamps
• Capel Rugs

• Leather Furniture
• Window Treatments
• Original Artwork by
  local artists 

• Custom Framing

1305 North Roan Street  •  Johnson City, TN 37601
Take Exit 22 on I-26  

Robin McElrath, Owner
Full Time Wolf Laurel Resident

423.928.1305   
RobinsOnRoan.com   

RobinsOnRoan@gmail.com
Robin’s On Roan

Elements of Earth Landscaping, Inc.
Michael Ryan, Owner

(828)380-2730  elementsofearthlandscaping@gmail.com

Are your wooden retaining walls rotting? 
Replace them with a custom granite boulder wall, 

creating a beautiful perennial rock garden. 
Examples and references in Wolf Laurel available
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Authorized Dealer

See us on Angie’s list
Angie’s List Super 
Service Awards 2007-2012

828-319-2546 office

828-775-VOLT cell
(8658)

donovanelectric@aol.com
480 El Miner Dr  Mars Hill, NC 28754

ON THE ROAD AGAIN: Busy Times on the Mountain
With so many residents returning to the mountain, Jason 
and the road crews have been particularly busy with 
several projects being undertaken – some that are a part 
of regular maintenance, some that became necessary as 
a result of the recent heavy rains, and some that are new 
projects. Regular maintenance on the roadsides has begun 
with mowing: the mowers are set only to groom 7’ next 
to the roads. This assures visibility and is a critical safety 
practice. The ample moisture of this past winter and spring 
have made the foliage particularly beautiful this season, 
but it also necessitates that care be taken, as drivers’ 
ability to see around corners is hampered. Also tall grass 
masks roadside deterioration; you may not realize that 
the shoulders have crumbled through the winter, and our 
roads are quite narrow in places. 

Heavy rain and winter thaw have increased the possibility 
of hillside slides. One such slide occurred on Wolf 
Laurel Road near the Village. Repairs were completed 
quickly, but more unstable places have been identified. 
These may require attention this season; PLEASE DRIVE 
DEFENSIVELY, as there may be a road crew working 

just around a corner. Jason was not satisfied with the 
faded road striping and contacted the contractor; that 
contractor agreed that the paint used last season was 
inferior and agreed to replace the striping AT NO COST 
TO RMS! You may have noticed that work is underway. In 
some instances Jason has re-striped roads himself. 

As a satisfactory agreement between RMS and Mattern 
and Craig, the engineering firm responsible for the 
failed Village Lane bridge design, has been reached, 
replacement of that bridge and repair to its cover can 
now be scheduled. A contract has been let and materials 
have been ordered. However, the construction will not 
begin until July 8. RMS did not want to have to close 
Village Lane until after the July 5 festivities, a major event 
attended by hundreds of residents and guests. VILLAGE 
LANE WILL BE CLOSED COMPLETELY TO DRIVERS 
AND PEDESTRIANS FROM  JULY 8 UNTIL AUGUST 
8 DURING CONSTRUCTION; NEW SIGNAGE WILL 
DIRECT VISITORS TO THE VILLAGE VIA AN ALTERNATE 
ROUTE. THE VILLAGE, ITS AMENITIES AND OFFICES 
WILL BE OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION. You will 



Page 16 

828.689.
We Offer Exemplary Service at Competitive Rates

Experience the difference hiring 
a certified arborist can make!

Licensed and Insured with Worker’s Comp

FREE
Mulch 

Delivered

TREE
(8733)

 www.bigbaldtreecare.com

see a little more of the mountain on your way; the “back 
way” to the Village is quite scenic! Just follow the detour 
signs. 

The new cameras at the Security Gate have greatly 
enhanced the ability to track those who drive in and out of 
Wolf Laurel. We live in a very safe environment, compared 
to communities outside our gates; however, we are never 
safe enough and RMS does all it can to insure the security 
we enjoy.  The very few cents we pay per day (ask Sandy 

for a breakdown – it will shock you!) for the many services 
that the security component of RMS provides are perhaps 
the best investment provided to residents. THANK YOU 
TO SANDY AND FRED AND DIANE AND RONNIE 
AND CHUCK AND WANDA AND KENNY, who 
provide those services, for getting up early and staying up 
late and making us feel safe! Don’t forget to express your 
appreciation with a wave, a thumbs up, or a high-five, when 
you drive through the gate.

This year promises to be an exciting July 4th on the 
mountain.  In addition to the fireworks and activities 
provided by the WLPOA on the 5th, the club will be 
holding the annual Golf cart and Pet parade on July 4th.  
The parade will begin at 3:30 and promises to be lots of 
fun for participants and spectators alike.  This year’s theme 
is a Red, White, and Bluegrass 4th of July.  In keeping with 
that theme, there will also be a Bluegrass band and the 
Bailey Mountain Cloggers will perform.  Spectators are 
welcomed to join in the fun and try out their clogging 
skills.   We will have the usual beverages, snacks, and ice 

cream available for purchase.  In addition, the bar will be 
open at the club and $1 beer will be available.  To top it all 
off, there will be a delicious BBQ dinner to include Pulled 
pork, BBQ chicken, Hot Dogs, Cole Slaw, Potato Salad or 
Mac and Cheese, Tomato/Cuke Salad, Corn on the Cob, 
Watermelon, Assorted cookies.  All this for only $10.50 
for Adults and $6.50 for Kids under 10. We encourage all 
our friends and neighbors on the mountain to join in the 
festivities.  Tickets will go on sale June 15 at the club.  Non-
club members may pay by cash or check.

Wolf Laurel Country Club July 4th Celebration
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Here is a hearty welcome to all seasonal residents 
and weekenders. It’s good to see so many friends for 
the first time in several months. Many of you may have 
already noticed several changes which have taken place 
since your last visit: (1) The bridge at Bright Hope 
Church is under renovation with reopening to take 
place in October. (2) To those wishing to visit Burnsville, 
there is some good news. The back gate is now available 
to those wishing to exit and reenter. Sandy at Roads 
and Security suggests that residents call the front 
gate after leaving Burnsville, so that they will identify 
you prior to your arrival at the gate. A simple code of 
“001” will then allow access through the back gate.   
(3) Another option for getting to Burnsville would be 
to head South on old Hwy 23 until you reach Lower 
Ponder Branch Road; then turn left. This road will put 
you back on Laurel Valley Rd. beyond the construction. 

New speed bumps (slow down!) and cameras have 
been installed at the front gate for added security. The 
pickle ball court has been lined  and is ready for play on 
the lower tennis court. The pool upgrades have been 
completed (thanks to the many resident volunteers) 
and it is both appealing to the eyes as well as many 
additional safety features that have been installed.    

The propane wars have started. I have been contacted 
by one company that is offering a $1.49 fill up for my 
first fill and Wolf Laurel Community pricing thereafter. 
In addition, I will receive 50 gallons of free propane 
and “no charge to swap” if I accept this offer. A bit of 
caution here—you will not receive reduced pricing 
unless you ask for the Wolf Laurel pricing.

How often do we think about the wonderful 
national treasure that we have bordering our 
Wolf Laurel community? I am talking about the 
Appalachian Trail or simply the AT as hikers 
refer to it. Most of you have been on it. Bald 
Mountain is our own special place. Although 
I only participate in day hikes along the trail, 
the significance and history of the AT has 
always captured my imagination. I bring this up 
to introduce others to the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy. I have been a member for several 
years. As a member, you will be introduced to 

others who wish to share their experiences along the 
trail. The quarterly magazine covers the challenges faced 
by hikers as well as some of the most breath taking 
photographs you have ever seen. In the current issue 
there is a story of a seven year old boy who began 
hiking the trail in 2003 with his 65 year old grandfather. 
Seven years later they had hiked the entire trail 
together. 

Another story was about the Northern Cricket Frog. 
Author Michael Adamovic states that “Cricket frogs do 
not sound like frogs at all. Their calls more resemble 
a low pitched cricket in both sound and duration. 
The best description that can be rendered as to what 
they sound like has been described as two pebbles 
being clicked together, in a manner that is similar to an 
insect chorus.” These creatures exist in large numbers 
amongst us. The next time you hear some chirping, 
think about this.  By the way, an entry level membership 
costs just $40 per year with a $5 discount for seniors. 
Email- membership@appalachiantrail.org for more 
information.

So what does all this have to do with covenants? Not 
much. However, all of us must do our part to sustain 
the beauty that we share. Remember to respect your 
neighbors by turning off outside lighting at 11 PM and 
keep late night noise to a minimum.

Detour Dave

COVENANT CORNER 
By David Schmidt



Page 19 

4085 Old Asheville Hwy  •  Flag Pond, TN 37657

423-743-4099 • Cell 423-360-6773

KENT’S APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

We Repair or Install All Major Brands.

35 years experience
Kent Edwards

YARD WORK  •  WEEDEATING    
FIREWOOD  •  LEAF BLOWING    
CARE TAKING • WINTERIZING

JAMIE MCCURRY

FREE ESTIMATES

828-208-5777
jmccurry@ccvn.com

J.P. Shelton Electric
Jackie Shelton, Owner    

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial 
Dependable 24 hour service

The Top of the Bald is published six times each year by the 
Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association, 91 Village Lane, 
Mars Hill NC 28754. Members are encouraged to send 
original articles and photographs of interest to the Wolf Laurel 
community. Deadlines for receipt are the 15th of Jan, Mar, 
May, Jul, Sep, and Nov. Email proposed articles and photos 
to wlpoaboard@wolflaurelpoa.com.  We reserve the right to 
edit all entries to fit TOTB.  Please contact the WLPOA office 
to report any changes in your address, telephone number or 
email address, 828 689-9229 or to: 
wlpoaboard@wolflaurelpoa.com  
©Copyright 2013 Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association
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489 

For more information, please contact Dinah Carver

Custom built mountain home designed by Armin Wessel. Impressive home 
that is exceptional in every way. 180 degree panoramic long range views. 
High elevation and private location a piece of Heaven!! Open floor plan 
that offers vaulted ceilings ,plenty of windows makes this home feel open 
and airy, upgraded kitchen with granite counters and stainless appliances. 
Pantry area and laundry on main level. Over-sized master suite with 
sweeping views, Jacuzzi tub and cedar lined closets,. Family room on 
lower level, storage space galore. 
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489 

For more information, please contact Dinah Carver

4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, gas heat and central A/C, mostly furnished, 
tons of decking for outside entertaining. Stone fireplace is focal point 
of the great room. Landscaped 1.21 acres w/all paved access and 
garage. MANY EXTRAS AND UPGRADES!! MUST SEE THIS GEM TO 
APPRECIATE ALL IT HAS TO OFFER!!!!  $785,000.
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Fitness Classes:  
•   Muscle Toning/Stretching with Cathy Johnson each   
 Monday & Friday, 9am in the Village Pavilion -  
 Classes start on 6/3/13
•   Tai Chi with Fred Buck each Monday & Thursday, 10am  
 in the WLPOA Activities Center - Classes start 5/27 
•   Water Fitness with Barby McQueen each Thursday (no  
 classes on Tuesday), 3-4pm  in the Village Pool -
 Classes start 6/6 (weather permitting:  70 degrees, no  
 rain;  no class on 7/4/13)

Tennis Regularly Scheduled Play:
•   Women – Monday & Thursday 10am – noon
•   Men – Wednesday & Friday 10am – noon
•   Mixed Doubles – Saturday 10am – noon

Pickleball Regularly Scheduled Play  
(Women & Men): 
•   Sunday afternoons 3pm. Come out to observe or   
 participate in this great sport!

Friday Night Socials:
•   Every Friday at 6pm in the Village Pavilion; last Friday of  
 each month will provide music 
 (Exception in May – we will have Fred Buck share his  
 music 5/24/13 Memorial Day weekend!)
•   BYOB & an appetizer to share; mixers provided by our  
 outstanding bartender, Larry Smith
•   $2.50 per person; Amenities members may bring a   
 mountain guest for one Friday Nighter 

Monday Night Potlucks:
•   Every Monday at 6pm in the Village Pavilion; bring a   
 potluck dish to share, BYOB and all the picnic fixin’s
•   Amenities members may bring a mountain guest for one
 Monday Night Potluck 
 
Kid’s Camp July 8 – 12,  9am – 3pm:
•   Old fashioned fun camp for kids ages 5-10 
•   Register by 6/10; no refunds after 6/24
•   Contact cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com for more   
 information or to request a registration form

July 5th Celebration of Independence Day, 7pm!
•   Great music for listening and dancing in the Village   
 Pavilion along with fun inflatables for the kids and 
 concessions food for kids of all ages!  Bring your picnic  

 baskets, coolers, comfy blankets and flashlights. 
 We’ll have our fantastic fireworks display at dark!  
 Look for more announcements to come for this event.
•   Tickets will go on sale 6/3 – ages 7+ $15, ages 6 & under
 $10
•   All mountain residents welcome to purchase tickets!

Wolf Laurel Wandering Ladies:   Pre-register at least  
 two weeks in advance by contacting
 cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com or call 828-689-4089.  Four  
 great excursions are planned:
•   Wednesday, June 19th, 9:30am:  Lunch and Shopping in  
 Little Switzerland and then to the Historic Orchard  
 at Altapass for story telling, a hayride, gift shopping
 (jams, jellies, fudge, etc.) and music. Also enjoy the ride  
 there and back again on the Blue Ridge Parkway!                                                                             
•   Tuesday, July 30th, 10am:  To Asheville for lunch, shopping  
 and ending the afternoon with a LaZoom! Comedy Bus  
 Tour.  
•   Wednesday, August 21st, 9:30am:  Shopping and lunch in  
 beautiful Black Mountain.
•   Saturday, September 7th, 9am:  A day trip to Blowing  
 Rock to enjoy one of their wonderful events – Art in
 the Park.  There are more than 100 exhibitors and   
 many great shops and restaurants in the area.

Saturday Night Music
•   Joe Penland Concert July 13th, 7pm.   Whether singing
 traditional mountain ballads or performing his
    original and stirring folk songs, Joe Penland’s music   
 offers an honesty and power that is a testament to both
 his unique character and our shared humanity. 
 Tickets $10 each; contact  cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com to  
 reserve your ticket by July 8th.

Gourmet Cooking Classes with Michaelene 
Sanders and many more of our most excellent 
cooks.
 We’ve cooked up some fun for you to participate in  
 this season!  We have four homes hosting classes and  
 lots of great meals planned.  Come out and meet your
 Wolf Laurel neighbors.  Advanced registration is
 required as there are a limited number of spaces.  The
 cost is $30 per class with all proceeds going to cover
 the cost of food, supplies for the events and the
 remainder going to a needed Amenities activity.  To pre- 
 register, contact cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com.

Village Amenities Programs & Events 2013 (updated 5/31/13)



•   July (date to be announced) - Romero’s Lodge on Flame 
Azalea:  What to do with those wonderful watermelons?
•   August (date to be announced) – Foster’s on Lookout:   
Chef Sharon will serve some of her favorite
  Asian cuisine
•   September (date to be announced) – Caper’s on 
Hooten Hollar:   Chill is in the air.  Let’s fix some soup
   and bread (bread, biscuits and bread pudding)!
•   October (date to be announced) - Baldwin’s Trinity on 
Angelico Ridge:  Starting to get really cold now!
   Time for a bubbling hot meal!

Local Veggies and more from The Vegetable Lady, 
Kristie Cody & Baker, Elke Spirakis:
•   Beginning 6/14 every Friday from 10am – 1pm;  Fresh  
 farm eggs, veggies, flowers & baked goods
•   Art Wall Openings and Shows – May through October  
 (look for announcements for art openings):
•   Barbara Belstrom’s mixed media art will be shown in  
 May & June (Barbara will be teaching a series of 
   Art Workshops in June, July and August - see below) 
•   Rebecah Shennan’s photography will be shown in July
•   Carol Kinsey’s paintings will be shown in August

•   Chuck Kinsey’s photography will be shown in   
 September
•   Gwynne Beneke’s water color paintings will be shown  
 in October and through the fall season 

Craft/Art Classes: 
•   Barbara Belstrom is offering three Art Classes.  Pre- 
 register by contacting cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com or
 calling 828-689-4089 at least one week in advance.  
•   Friday, June 7th, 1pm in the Village Pavilion:  Lamp   
 Shades!  Brighten up an old lamp or personalize a new  
 one.  Materials provided.  $25 per person ($30 if you  
 don’t have a lamp shade).
•   Friday, July 5th, 1pm in the WLPOA Activity Center:
 Greeting Cards!  Create one-of-a kind
 cards for all occasions.  All materials provided.  $25 per  
 person.
•   Friday, August 16, 1pm in the Village Pavilion – Floating  
 Paint on Yupo!  You will outline your idea with a fabric  
 paint on plastic paper (yupo) and when dry, will float  
 paint inside the lines for a beautiful effect.  All materials  
 provided.  $25 per person.
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FAWN AVOIDANCE

If one comes across a fawn alone in the 
woods this May or June, be sure to walk 
away and do not touch, disturb or take 
the fawn. The mother will return within 
the day after you leave the area. She is 
very cautious and will not approach her 
fawn if she senses danger.  It is illegal to 
remove a fawn from the wild. If a fawn 
is bleating the next day or lying next 
to a dead doe, do not take it into your 
possession. Instead, contact the Wildlife 
Resources Commission at (919) 707-
0040. They will connect you with a local 
licensed fawn rehabilitator.   

 
 

 

BEAR CARE

It’s that time of year when we 
start to hear of local bear sightings.  

Although they are exciting to see 
in the wild and we get the feeling 

of being blessed to see one; the 
event could eventually lead to a 

bad end for the bear.  The phrase 
to keep in mind is “a fed bear is 
a dead bear”.  As a bear learns 
where to find garbage (feeding 

stations), he will return and cause 
safety concerns followed by 

complaints from residents.  Wildlife 
officials will not relocate a problem 

bear as it just moves the problem 
to another area.   The bear’s life 
will be terminated.  Please keep 

this in mind and remove bird 
feeders and secure garbage  
containers so as not to be  

accessible to bears.      
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Wildlife Education Events:
•   Wildlife Education Programs – please bring a monetary  
 donation for these wonderful non-profits!!
•   Come enjoy a wonderful presentation by Mark Hopey  
 of Southern Appalachian Raptor Research. 
 He will talk about the Big Bald Banding Station.  This  
 amazing research has been ongoing for over 30
 years and Mark will provide insights in their work and  
 observations along with NEW info about Golden
 Eagles now seen in our area!!  Don’t miss this
 wonderful presentation in the  Village Pavilion   
 Wednesday, June 12th at 4:30pm!
•   On Friday, July 12th at 1pm we will have a Wildlife   
 Education program at the end of our Village
 Wolf Cubs Kids Camp.  All Amenities members are  
 welcome to attend.  Carlton Burke, a Naturalist

    who has worked with the Nature Center will provide  
 an awesome presentation called ‘Appalachian Wild’ 
 with ‘friends’ such as raptors, frogs, groundhogs,   
 salamanders, snakes and more! Don’t miss this 
 entertaining presentation.

Again, more information to come on all of these programs 
and events, so be looking for updates in The Top of The 
Bald, on the WLPOA Website: wolflaurelpoa.com, and you 
can pick up a copy at the WLPOA Community Center!
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THE VIEW FROM MY DECK

Sometime this month an historic event will occur here in 
Wolf Laurel when the first meeting of the Governmental 
Study Commission, created by the RMS Homeowners 
Association, convenes. This commission was made possible 
by the exit of the developer and the purchase by the RMS 
of all the existing assets of Bald Mountain Development 
Corporation. The formation of this commission was 
announced in a letter to all the presidents of the various 
homeowners groups across the mountain; the letter was 
shortly thereafter placed on the RMS website, where it is 
available to be accessed by all those who have internet. 

Since becoming editor of the TOB in the spring of 2012, 
I have attempted to avoid “editorial comment,” believing 
that my job was to broaden the content and enhance 
the usefulness of our newsletter. The importance of the 
success of this new venture to the quality of life and 
the vitality of our community makes me depart from 
objectivity and share with you my enthusiasm for the 
potential benefits to be gained from all various groups 
coming together for open, candid, reasoned discussion 
of the future governance and stability of the larger 
community of Wolf Laurel.

As formulated by the RMS Board the “specific and 
definitive task” of the commission is to “research, identify, 
study, and review subjects of mutual interest that may 
exist between the various communities” at present here 
on “our” mountains. The broader, more complicated 
aspects of community infrastructure – security, major 
road maintenance, stability of environment – have been 
undertaken in the past by the former developers with the 
assistance and consultation of a few home owners and 
the previous Roads and Security Board, being the major 
architect and consultant. Without the developer much has 
changed, and we are just now realizing the critical need for 
hands-on, dedicated, informed and committed individuals 

to chart the future. The “business” of Wolf Laurel is 
complicated. So far the community has been fortunate 
to have volunteers who are willing to spend countless 
hours, attending to the infinite variety of tasks required to 
maintain, much less grow, the common assets that we, as 
property/home owners, now have complete responsibility 
for. 

The reality is that we all live and play - hike, dine, golf - 
together, socializing across all geographical areas of the 
mountain. While there are some “neighborly” needs and 
functions perhaps best fulfilled by smaller organizations, the 
larger need for continuity in our community may outweigh 
those of neighborhood groups - a more inclusive need to 
build a strong and lasting form of governance for the entire 
area that we refer to as Wolf Laurel. What few “rights” 
that may be lost pale in comparison to what banding 
together as one strong central entity may create. This 
is part of the statement from the initial announcement 
from RMS: “. . . the consolidation of the many greater Wolf 
Laurel geographical areas and homeowners associations 
into a single united elected governmental unit is a highly 
desirable goal for a multitude of reasons.”  The benefits 
are basic economics: investing in the whole increases our 
individual assets. Money, time, and energies are duplicated. 
It makes common sense to share resources; the talent and 
professional experience of our residents, most of whom 
have led highly successful business and professional lives, is 
of inestimable value. 

I hope that I am in truth “preaching to the choir.” Being 
involved in this community has enriched my life in a 
way I have not previously experienced. Although I have 
been frustrated at times in what has seemed to be an 
interminably slow progress toward  charting our own 
community’s future, that time has arrived! Sometimes my 
cautious and somewhat cynical inner voice whispers, “Be 
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careful what you wish for!”  In spite of my initial skepticism 
I have seen  growth and progress toward that goal of self 
governance in the past year. What will it take to realize 
the strong, united community that many residents, more 
visionary than I, see for Wolf Laurel’s future? One hell 
of a lot of time and sweat and listening and sharing and 
frustration and perhaps even some compromise. What will 
be the benefits? A community that lives up to the beauty 

and serenity and fellowship that this God created paradise 
has graced us with.

Please support the efforts of this commission. It works for 
the betterment of your community. And may I be bold to 
say, pray for their sound judgment and discernment.

Every so often a subject pops up that we just don’t want 
to think about, but we must.  One of these topics is your 
septic system.  As long it functions without incident, you 
just might forget it’s there and inadvertently neglect 
necessary maintenance.  The results could be time-
consuming and expensive.   

There are a number of variables such as the number of 
users, a garbage disposal and heavy clothes washer use 
that will determine when you should consider having the 
system pumped out.

Let’s get started on what you should know and do to 
avoid a regretful day.  Do you know where the tank and 
drainage field are located?  Do you know the capacity of 
the system?  The answers could be very important if your 
system experiences a problem.  Newer homes may have 
the septic tank clearly marked, however for older homes it 

may be a challenge to locate the tank.

The septic tank and drain field are designed and installed 
to handle a maximum calculated daily sewage flow.  
Consistently exceeding the design flow will eventually 
overload the system and cause failure.  The tank may 
receive new solids faster than it can dispose of the old 
ones and the drain field may become saturated from 
excessive water use.  Maintenance of a septic tank will 
depend largely on the daily sewage flow and individual 
household wastewater.  

Waste from kitchen sinks and a garbage disposal unit puts 
an extra load on a septic system and with their use it will 
require an occasional inspection to determine the depth 
of accumulated sludge and grease.  Failure to pump out a 
septic tank when required will result in solids or greases 
overflowing into the drain field, which in turn may become 

Mountain Maintenance - Septic Systems
by Jim Landry
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Ed Osborne, CFP
Wolf Laurel Resident

Call me for a Free  
Financial Checkup!

 828-380-2634

•   Investment and Insurance   
 Planning for over 25 years

•   Income and IRA  
 Planning Specialist

Are You....
•  Concerned about outliving the assets you’ve spent a lifetime accumulating?
•  Worried about the financial well being of your spouse after you’re gone?
•  Nervous about  our National Debt, Turbulent Markets and Tax Policy? 

Lets discuss viable solutions to 
these concerns and any others 

that may be on your mind!  
 

Receive a  
complimentary copy of  

THE RETIREMENT  
MIRACLE

clogged and stop functioning.  Limited or no use at all of a 
disposal system is best.

Washing machines are responsible for large volumes 
of water entering the septic tank.  Space your washings 
throughout the week rather than doing many loads at a 
time.  The surge of wash water can create turbulence in 
the tank which increases the amount of solids flushed into 
the drain field.  Some homeowners install a separate “gray 
water” system just for the washing machine.

Cooking oils and grease are real troublemakers.  The types 
of bacteria found in septic tanks and drain fields do not 
function well or even survive in solidified grease.  Grease 
and cooking fats should never be washed down the sink 
drain.  Also, never pour industrial chemicals, paints or any 
type of toxic material into the system. 

There are various products on the market which are said 
to start, accelerate or improve the action in the septic 

tank.  Since septic tanks already contain bacteria that grow 
best in oxygen-poor conditions, adding additional products 
is not necessary.

And finally, don’t forget the drain field as it can be damaged 
by compaction due to vehicle traffic and can be blocked 
by excessive shrubbery or tree root growth.  The drain 
field should be unobstructed and seeded with grass which 
allows for sunlight and airflow to accelerate evaporation.

With ordinary use and care, a septic tank should not 
require pumping more than once every three to five years, 
and the system will serve you well for many decades.  
Costs run from $200-$300 depending on tank size and 
who does the digging.  This is a fraction of the expense to 
replace a drainage field.  Once you have the service done, 
record that information for future use for yourself or to 
be passed to the next homeowner.  This will show your 
interest in proper home maintenance; always a good selling 
point.  
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When it is pouring dreary drizzle out, or the icy roads 
beckon only idiots or the extremely cocky to venture 
forth, usually to end up in a ditch, and golf clubs slumber in 
their bags, then longen folk to curl up in a corner chair, lost 
in a book.

In this little corner we will endeavor to share our thoughts 
on some of the wonderful books now in our cozy little 
Wolf Laurel library. We would like to encourage all of our 
readers here on the mountain to do likewise. If you have 
read something that you liked, please share it with us.

Most of these books will be available in our library, but we 
all know that our space is limited, and we can’t 
shelve many multiple copies, so we shall 
be patient, and the gems will turn back up 
so everyone will have a chance at them. If 
a recommended author has written many 
titles, some should usually be around.

Again, if you have a favorite author or series, 
please let us know. The more feedback the 
better.

This first column will be devoted to a writer 
who was not WHO he claimed to be, 
was not WHAT he claimed to be, 
was not from WHERE he claimed 
to be from, did not suffer the press 
very well, was reclusive and did not 
want attention. He died in January 2000.
Yet many critics feel as I do, that he may have been the 
best writer of historical fiction ever. Certainly in my 
lifetime of reading. I have known no better. His work 
is thrilling, howlingly funny, and profound in its study of 
human character, and its juxtaposition of far different 
human types bouncing off of one another. He was the 
very best at recreating a world long past, doing it so well 
that one begins to think as they did, even speak and use 
language of that age unconsciously. His work has been 
compared to Hemingway, Tolkien, Steinbeck, Jane Austen, 
Leo Tolstoy, Marcel Proust, and even Homer!

He was of course, Patrick O’Brian, the Irishman, who 
struggled upwards in life.

No he was not. He was Richard Patrick Russ, an 
Englishman, who grew up fairly comfortably.

His masterwork, best considered as one great oeuvre, is 
the twenty volume seafaring (and landfaring) series set in 
the Napoleonic era, (and the U.S. war of 1812). The books 
do not deal with just life and war at sea, but domestic life 
back home, the family left behind, spies and intrigue on the 
continent, crooked shysters back in England who nearly 
ruin the Captain financially, and the ongoing relationship 
between the two principal characters: hale, hearty, honest, 
and funny Captain Jack Aubrey; and the dour, irritable, 
profound and melancholy master spy and surgeon’s mate 

Stephen Maturin.

A typical exchange between the two may 
be philosophical, political, humorous, or 
a quarrel over whether naval demands 
outweigh Maturin’s insistence that they 
stop at some island for botanical research. 
They may well play a violin duet. An 
example of the humor: those at all familiar 
with the shortened two hour shipboard 

lookout watch called the “dog watch” 
may have wondered why it is so called.*

The first in the series is Master and 
Commander, the second Post Captain. We 

have these and several more in our library, and 
we are looking for the rest of the volumes. They do 

not have to be read in sequence, but I think it is more fun 
that way. The twenty books chronicle the rise and fall and 
rise, and final triumph of Aubrey’s career.

O’Brian also wrote several other books, also widely hailed, 
that we are on the lookout for. There is a good O’Brian 
biography, written without his cooperation, by Dean King, 
the title - Patrick O’Brian: A Life Revealed. There is also 
another fascinating book by King, A Sea of Words, which is 
a lexicon and reader’s companion to the O’Brian novels. 
We have it in the library, shelved with O’Brian. 

More on books later. Now it is raining, again, so back to 
the corner chair.

*Captain Aubrey: “because it is cur-tailed, of course.” 

From a Corner of the Library
by Gene Woolf
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Recently a friend on the mountain requested a list 
of my recommended restaurants in Asheville; he 
wanted two or three. What I ended up with (being 
the thorough, former academic, research oriented 
individual that I am – read that anal!) was a long list 
with descriptions, asterisks, and favorite item from 
the menu. After emailing that to him, it occurred to 
me that something like that list could be useful to 
more than one resident. I do get calls frequently for 
recommendations of my favorite food emporia. Perhaps 
offering more information than anyone wants to know, 
I have revised the original list (including even MORE 
information) and offer it for your convenience. Here’s 
the code: DOWN for Downtown, V for Biltmore Village, 
WA for west Asheville; BR for breakfast, B for Sunday 
Brunch, L for lunch, D for dinner, L/D for easy hours 
through the day; ***** to *** for my favs; $$$$ to $$ 
for cost. I’m not bothering to alphabetize, I’ll probably 
forget one or two, and the list is not meant to exclude 
anyone’s favorites. Most are independent, locally owned, 
fresh local ingredients, and have their own websites 
and reservations for most can be made on Open Table 
online.

*****REZAZ: V, $$$$, L & D; Mediterranean; outstanding 
service, wine list, local fare, presentation and menu; 
open kitchen; reservations for D. Subdued ambience. 
Special Sunday night dinners late fall, winter, spring; sign 
up for email notices. Exquisite.

*****CURATE: DOWN, $$$$, B, L & D; Spanish, tapas, 
outstanding service, wine list, award winning owner/chef; 
reservations for D. Lively atmosphere. Take a group of 
3+ couples and share for wide variety of dishes offered. 
Lamb and eggplant 2die4!

*****CUCINA 24: DOWN, $$$$, L, D (reservations), 
open $$ deli next door; Italian/fusion; outstanding 
service, wine list, presentation; unusual gourmet pizzas, 
relaxed atmosphere, a favorite for special lunch. 
*****POSANA: DOWN, $$$$, L & D; Contemporary 
American, locally sourced ingredients, excellent service, 
wine list, exquisite presentation; reservations for D a 
must; Elegant, relaxed atmosphere (newly redecorated), 
L for ladies with tea or sherry; Pack Square location 
perfect for people watching. 

****THE MARKET PLACE: DOWN, $$$$, D with 
bar/music; Fusion with Indian influence, outstanding 
service, local fare, wine list, presentation; urbane/upscale 
atmosphere in bar and dining room. Owner/chef – wife 
(Indian) influences cuisine, especially dessert. Busy place, 
reservations suggested

****BOUCHON: DOWN, $$$, B, L, D (no reservations 
accepted); French, excellent wine list, local fare, 
presentation, French owner/chef, busy (go early to avoid 
wait), popular with locals, specials during week, lively 
atmosphere. Very Left Bank!

****STRADA: DOWN, $$$, L, D (reservations 
suggested); Northern Italian, on site bakery, local fare, 
excellent service, wine list; lively casual atmosphere; 
chef/owner (formerly Fiore’s) engages with customer; 
wait staff friendly/well trained. 

***LAURIE’S: DOWN, $$, B,L/D; deli/gourmet/comfort 
food; special dinners (reservations) and classes; very 
casual, very popular with locals, call ahead for carry 
out specials; this is our favorite impromptu, anytime 
lunch venue. Laurie is a remarkable, totally involved, 
community hero. I particularly love the soups and 
yummy cookies!

****CHESTNUT: DOWN, $$$, L/D; American with 
excellent specials (sliders!); owned by Corner Kitchen 
(V) partners; favored for flex hours; excellent wait 
staff, casual but elegant atmosphere; during season 
make reservations for dinner; friendly – very open for 
questions; visit dependable CK also (good for L & D), 
similar menus using local food, upscale American.

***RED STAG GRILL: V in Bohemian Hotel, B,L,D, 
$$$-$, American, excellent presentation, attentive 
wait staff, elegant atmosphere, special holiday events; a 
dependable restaurant in an upscale hotel, with hotel 
hours. A local favorite for Sunday brunch and appetizers 
in the bar. Fills in quite adequately when many better 
local restaurants are closed for holidays. 

****VINNIE’S: DOWN outskirts, $$-$$$, D only, no 

RESTAURANT RAMBLINGS: a list
by Gwynne Beneke
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reservations/7 days, Italian, reasonable wine list, specials 
each evening, children welcome. Former Savoy, same 
owner, but VERY different iteration! Casual atmosphere 
with excellent value for $; occasional earlybird discount; 
good pizza, traditional pasta dishes, seafood. Young, 
enthusiastic staff. Good martinis, I’m told. Busy place – 
call ahead and ask to be put on the list.

Then there’s Early Girl for B/L, Wasabi for sushi, Salsa’s 
for Latin. Enough already -- I could go on and on.

Restaurants that we have not been to, but are highly 
recommended and which we intend to frequent 
shortly: The Admiral (I know, I know, how could we 
have not been there??); the new Isa’s on Haywood; the 
remodeled-new-owner Grove Park Inn eateries and 
those on the Biltmore Estate. More (White Duck Taco, 
12 Bones, a new pizza joint) in the River Arts District. 
WE HAVE EATEN IN 40, MAYBE 50, RESTAURANTS 
IN ASHEVILLE AND NEVER HAD A MEDIOCRE, 
MUCH LESS A BAD, MEAL. My waistline shows it. And 
there are still all those new beer and burger places to 
visit, like The Wicked Weed and Farmburgers . . . .  
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