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WLPOA WINTER PARTIES!
The WLPOA is planning a series of 
‘Winter Parties’ that will take place 
throughout the off-season for The 
Village Club.  All are welcome to 
attend these events!  A big thank 
you to Gene and Amelia Woolf for 
heading up these events and also 
to Cate Aaron, our Village Club 
Committee Member volunteer!  

All events are dependent upon the 
weather, and will be cancelled or 
postponed if driving conditions are 
unsafe.  We will post an e-mail in case 
of cancellation or postponement.  All 
events will take place in the main 
level of the WLPOA Community 
Center.   Most will be like our Village 
Club Friday Socials – BYOB and 
appetizer, hot finger food or dessert 
to share.  For most events, there is 
no cost.  Paper products, cutlery, 
cups, mixers, etc., will be provided.

Our dates are somewhat tentative at 
this time, but be looking for e-mail 
announcements for each event to 
confirm the dates and all the details. 

These e-mails will allow you to 
respond regarding special events 
that will require RSVP. 

 
•  Friday Social, November 10, 6 pm 
•  Friday Social, November 24, 6 pm     
     (Friday after Thanksgiving)  
•   A Christmas Gala 
 Saturday, December 16, 6 pm  
 a wonderful meal will be   
 served; attendees should RSVP. 
•   New Year’s Gala – date to be 
 determined – will be RSVP  
 (and look for more info to come!) 
•  Friday Social, February 2, 6 pm 
•  Friday Social, February 16, 6 pm 
•  Friday Social, March 2, 6 pm 
•  Saint Patrick’s Party, 
 Saturday, March 17, 6 pm
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We hope you will have the opportunity to 
come out and enjoy these social occasions!

THANKSGIVING EVENT:
• The Village Club is planning a Community 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner.  
All Wolf Laurel residents are invited.

• The dinner will be held on Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, November 23, 2017, at 2 pm  
at the Wolf Laurel Country Club. 

• If you are interested in attending, PLEASE e-mail 
or call us at wycast@aol.com or 305-773-0244 BY 
October 30th, and include number of people in 
your party who will attend AND contact phone.

•  Cost will be determined by the number of attendees. 

WOLF LAUREL AREA HAPPENINGS 
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Ebbs Chapel Volunteer Firefighters and EMTs 
Family Appreciation Dinner and Christmas Party will 
be held in early December.  If you would like to 
contribute to the party to show your appreciation for 
the firefighters and their families, please watch the Wolf 

Laurel POA web site Bulletin Board page for details: 
http://www.wolflaurelpoa.com/bulletin-board. 
Announcements will also be made via the WLPOA 
Service e-mail messages. If you donate, please make 
your donations by November 30th. Your donations 
will be used to provide the dinner, gifts for firefighters’ 
children, door prizes and gift cards for the firefighters.

WLPOA Financial Review: The financial statement 
compilation issued by Leah Noel CPA has been 
completed. If any members of the WLPOA would like 
to view the report, it is available at the Community 
Center (The Barn). Please see Ronnie or Cindy.

WLPOA STAFF
Ronnie Rice, Office Manager
Cindy Tucker, Village Club Director
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Buck House 
Inn Tour Policy 
Change: Due to 
the increase in our 
occupancy over the 
last two years, The 
Buck House Inn is 

discontinuing “drop-by” tours of the house and property. 
Only 20-minute scheduled tours will be considered 
based on availability and convenience. Tours must be 
scheduled at least 24 hours in advance through Sam at 
813-245-6122. We apologize for any inconvenience.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
We are pleased to welcome the new members below who 
have joined WLPOA since publication of the Summer TOP 
OF THE BALD.  Please seek them out and let them know 
of all the exciting opportunities WLPOA has to offer, and 
invite them to an upcoming event. 

Village Club Member
Deborah Johnson

WLPOA Member
David & Victoria Causey 
David Grace 
Nandha Kandhasamy

Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association

www.wolflaurelpoa.com 3

The 7th Annual Special Operations Warrior Foundation 
(SOWF) golf tournament was held on August 11th. Sixty-
eight golfers participated. We had 8 major sponsors donating 
$1,000.00 to $10,000.00. Over 30 hole sponsors contributed 
to the cause. Twenty+ volunteers helped to make that day 
special. This year our tournament raised over $58,000.00. 6% 
will go to operating cost and 94% to the mission. Why?

Every day there are special operators deployed in 100 
countries. Through August, we have had 26 Special 
Operators killed in the line of duty-more than in 
all of 2016. They leave behind 43 children who will 
have an opportunity to get a college education.

There have been 44 severely wounded Special Operations 
service members this year. Each of those families has received 
$5,000.00. We only had 36 wounded the entire year in 2016.

We also had our largest high school graduation class of 46 
students. Our counselors have been working with all of 
them and 40 have already committed to or registered for 
college this fall. We continue to work with the other 6 and 
hope we can have another year of 100% attending college.

Our efforts make a difference. Thanks for all the support!

THE 7TH ANNUAL SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS WARRIOR FOUNDATION 
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John and Rebecca (and their dog, Emma) have lived in Wolf 
Laurel since July 2013, and love calling the mountain community 
home.  While they both work and reside in Charlotte during the 
week, they can’t wait to escape to the mountain for weekends 
and extended stays.  They take every opportunity to work from 
the cabin to extend 
their time on the 
mountain each time 
they come.  John 
and Rebecca found 
Wolf Laurel when 
searching Western 
North Carolina for a 
mountain property.  
Their goal was 
to find a remote 
getaway outside of 
Asheville, and when 
they found Wolf 
Laurel, they knew they had found a community to call home.

Rebecca grew up in Southwest Virginia, outside of Kingsport, 
TN, and John grew up in Wyoming.  Both of them love 
mountain living and the mountain lifestyle.  Hiking, fishing, 
canoeing, kayaking, riding on the Blue Ridge Parkway, attending 
mountain festivals, and simply sitting on the porch and gazing 
at the mountains are priorities when at the cabin.  Additionally, 
since joining Wolf Laurel Country Club, John has been working 
on his golf game, and what an extraordinary place to enjoy a 
round of golf!  Even a poor round of golf makes for an excellent 
day enjoying the fresh air and the mountain views.

Their cabin retreat is an antique log home on Oak Ridge.  Since 
purchasing the cabin, John and Rebecca have remodeled the 
inside, while attempting to retain the authentic character of 
the home.  Both John and Rebecca enjoy remodeling houses, 
although Rebecca has said she is not remodeling another home.  
They enjoy taking something that needs TLC and bringing it 
back to life and up to today’s standards, while retaining the 
authentic character of the home.  This journey has allowed 
them to meet a lot of great people in the community, and build 
new friendships while building on their home.  John hopes to 
convince Rebecca to go through one more building project as 
they look for land to build a permanent retirement home in  
the area.

When they are not at the cabin, John works as a Partner in the 
fifth largest CPA firm, where he leads a consulting practice in the 
Southeast, and serves as a leader in the firm’s financial services 
industry.  Rebecca works as a registered nurse, and prior to 
nursing, she worked for several years in corporate compliance 

in the pharmaceutical industry.  John met Rebecca when he was 
working with a client in Bristol, and they have been together 
for over 12 years.  Wolf Laurel is a perfect location between 
Charlotte and Kingsport, and allows them to easily commute 
from the mountain to either location.  John graduated college 

with an accounting 
degree from the 
University of Houston 
Clark Lake, and later 
completed his MBA at 
High Point University 
in High Point, NC.   
Rebecca graduated 
with a business degree 
from King College in 
Bristol, TN, and later 
attended nursing 
school at Carolinas 
College of Health  

Sciences in Charlotte, where she transitioned into a new career 
after working in the pharmaceutical industry.

John’s father was a minister, which took the family to many 
locations across the country. John was born in Louisiana, grew 
up in Wyoming, graduated high school in Wisconsin, completed 
college in Texas, and has resided in North Carolina for over 
20 years.  On the other end of the spectrum, Rebecca grew up 
in Southwest Virginia, and lived in the Tri-Cities area until 
relocating to Charlotte.  Both hope to retire full-time in Wolf 
Laurel within the next few years, where they will be close to 
John’s family in Charlotte, and Rebecca’s family in the Tri-Cities.

Both John and Rebecca love the four seasons of North Carolina.  
They love being on the mountain in the winter watching the 
snow accumulate with a large fire in the fireplace and a cup 
of hot cocoa, and they love taking a hike in the summer when 
the air is cool.  Living in Wolf Laurel is ideal when the air of 
spring is fresh and crisp, and the flowers begin to bloom, and 
there isn’t a better place to watch the leaves change as fall gives 
way to winter.  Since purchasing a home in Wolf Laurel, John 
and Rebecca have watched their security cameras, looking for 
bear pictures. They enjoy watching the wildlife that calls this 
community home. They have seen deer, turkeys, raccoons, 
opossums, chipmunks, squirrels, even a coyote, but never a 
bear.  Finally, this year they captured footage of a black bear 
on the property! Even Emma loves watching the deer as they 
walk across the yard, and she loves taking an evening drive and 
watching deer along the road.  John and Rebecca are thankful 
for the opportunity to call our local community home.  As far as 
they are concerned, you can’t beat the Wolf Laurel community.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS,
John & Rebecca Brackett



Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association

www.wolflaurelpoa.com 5

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMS:

Tai Chi with Fred Buck:  Monday & Thursday at 10 am in 
Village Activity Center or in outside locations in the beautiful 
sunshine.  Bring your water bottle and an exercise mat.  This 
wonderful class is starting its 11th season!   A BIG thank you 
to Fred for all the years of bringing this therapeutic, peaceful 
class to The Village!  NOTE:  Fred’s class has been ‘on pause’ 
due to illness, but Fred IS returning Monday, September 18th!  

Yoga with John Shoemaker: Mondays at 2 pm, a Yin & 
Restorative class; Wednesdays at 2 pm, an Active Class.  We will 
be selling a small number of new yoga mats amd bolsters at cost 
for the class if you don’t have these recommended props.  Bring 
your water bottle, yoga mat and bolster (if you do have them). 
This class will take place in the Village Activity Center. NOTE:  
No class on Monday, September 25 & Wednesday, October 11!

Pickleball: Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 am; Sundays at 
3 pm.  If you haven’t played this great sport before, contact 
George Shennan (gshennan@earthlink.net) and he will arrange 
a time before regularly scheduled play on Sunday to give you 
a chance to learn the game.  The lower tennis court is reserved 
for pickleball only on the days/times specified above.  

Tennis:  Attention all Village Club Tennis Players!  
Michaelene Sanders is putting together a list of players 
who  are interested in establishing a weekly schedule to 
play.  Please contact Michaelene and she will add you to 
the list.  Each week, a list will be sent to those who are 
interested. All you need to do is e-mail back that you will 
be able to play and you’ll get a reminder the night before.  
You can reach Michaelene at mros725@gmail.com.    

Relaxation and Meditation Class with Larry Veatch: 
Meet in the Activity Center (lower area of the WLPOA 
Community Center) on the last Thursday of each month at 
11:15 am (following Tai Chi).  Bring a cushion (or mat if you 
prefer the lotus position instead of a chair).  Relaxation and 
meditation provide many important health benefits!  Remaining 
dates on Thursdays are:  September 28 and October 26. 

Get In “The Loop”!  Every Monday 2 pm-4 pm in the 
WLPOA Community Center.  Calling all Village Club yarnies 
and thread aficionados to meet for a new fiber arts group.  
All experience levels are welcome!  To share ideas, please 
contact Katie Demere at katiedemere@gmail.com and to sign 
up to ‘Get in the Loop’, contact cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com.

Friday Night Socials: Every Friday at 6 pm.  These 
great social occasions are typically held in the Village 
Pavilion where we’ll have a fire going if it’s chilly.   Free!  
BYOB & appetizer to share.  The Village Club provides 
plates, etc., mixers, ice and a few snacks for Bingo 
time.   Come on out for this great social gathering!  On 
9/29 – we will also have BINGO with Fred Tygart! 

Monday Night Potlucks: Every Monday at 6 pm in the 
Village Pavilion.  Bring all picnic supplies and a dish or two 
to share.  BYOB.   We’ll have a fire when it’s chilly!  In extreme 
weather, this may take place in the WLPOA Community Center.

Dining Out With Friends:  Sorry - done for the 
year. Look forward to seeing you next season!

Community Art Wall 2017:  Stop by the WLPOA 
Community Center to see the art each month and to 
support our local mountain artists!  Bring your checkbook 
or cash with you (all paid directly to the artists)!

September:  Patricia Veatch’s paintings! 
October:  Chuck Kinsey’s photography, cards & calendars!

WLPOA Community Center & Village Club 
Hours of Operation -  2017 – 7 days a week:

  WLPOA Community Center Pool 

September: 8:30 am – 7:30 pm 10 am – 7 pm

October:  8:30 am – 6:30 pm  Closed

VILLAGE CLUB PROGRAMS AND EVENTS TO PLAN ON! 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

An updated listing (weekly) of Programs and Events will continue to be posted on our website:  www.wolflaurelpoa.com.
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Present: Earlene Shofi, Joanne Wit, Fred Tygart, Rich Ashley, 
Lynn Cagney, Lori Macaulay,  Gail Ford, Jim Landry (Emeritus)

Staff: Cindy Tucker, Ronnie Rice 

Absent: Terry Ranostaj, Bobby Hicks, David Smith, Gregg Davis 

1. Meeting called to order at 10:04 am; pledge 
to the flag and invocation, Rich Ashley

2. Announcement of poll closing and meeting quorum status.

3. Minutes of July 30, 2016, were presented: Motion 
made to accept, seconded, and minutes accepted.

4. Presidents Welcome and Report: Earlene Shofi: 

• We have entered 
into an agreement 
with WLRM&S to 
equally share costs of 
replacing the waste 
water treatment plant 
with a septic system 
that will serve all 
involved. Land Resource 
Management has been 
engaged to perform 
the soils testing, (perk 
test), this should be completed in 2 to 3 weeks. If the soil 
test proves positive, we will be able to save approximately 
$7500 annually after constructing the septic system. 

• The 4th of July celebration was a success, thanks to 
all of our sponsors and all who purchased tickets, 
helping us meet our goal of breaking even. 

•  Earlene introduced Cindy Tucker, 
VC Director, who in turn spoke about 
and introduced the Village staff. 

5. Presentation by Lynn Cagney and   
 Lori Macaulay    

• Overview of some of the recurring 
WLPOA expenditures this past year such as – lawn 
maintenance and landscape, electric bills, propane, 
insurance, waste water treatment plant, which add up to 
over $30,000 
per year. The 
presentation 
also addressed 
some of the 
needs around 
the Village, 
which include 

repair of the playground, replacement of the waste water 
treatment plant, cleaning of the tennis courts, and current 
remodeling of the men’s bathroom in the barn activity 
room. The presentation also included how and where to get 
WLPOA information, such as the regular e-mail that is sent 
to members about mountain happenings, WLPOA Board 
meetings held the second Friday of every month at 10 am in 
the Barn, the website: 
(www.wolflaurelpoa.com), and the TOB which is  
published quarterly. 

6. Committee Reports 

a. Financial & Facilities 
- Fred Tygart reporting for 
David Smith (Finance) and 
Terry Ranostaj (Facilities) 

• Finances are in excellent shape. 
We are ahead of budget for 
2017 primarily due to increased 
membership, and we have no 
debt as we paid off our purchase 
note last year. The small increase 
in dues two years ago has 
enabled us to provide overdue pay increases to staff for 
2017 as well as to address significant items of deferred 
maintenance. The 2017 budget contains capital set aside of 
$25,000 to decommission the waste water treatment plant 
and replace it with a septic/drain field system. The cost of 
this project will be shared at 50% with WLRM&S. 

• The annual audit report is not ready at this time; however, 
Leah Noel, a local CPA has been retained to prepare a 
“compilation level” report in accordance with AICPA 
requirements for small companies, and which will 
meet the Board’s definition of “audit” as that term is 
used in Article IX of our Bylaws. Village Club member, 
Tom Conard, has done this audit for the past two years 
without charge for which we are very thankful. Tom’s 
examination of our financials did identify several areas 
that needed corrections. These have been addressed.

• Facilities - The WLPOA is committed to maintaining the 
Village facilities in top condition and to keeping its pristine 
condition intact.  In addition to the catch-up program 
on deferred maintenance that was started last year with 
the additional funds provided by the dues increase, 
there are always unexpected (and unbudgeted) items 
that arise. Since January 2017, we have had a washout 
under the playground bridge and an additional creek 
bank collapse below the #3 tennis court. Also, a large 
tree fell on the playground during an early June storm. 
The fallen tree has been removed and contracts have 
been received to shore up the playground bridge and 

WOLF LAUREL PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING
JULY 29, 2017
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extend the creek embankment retaining wall. The total 
unbudgeted costs of these repairs is estimated to be $6,150.

After receiving bids to pressure wash the two upper tennis 
courts ($1000) from a local contractor, the POA purchased 
an industrial grade pressure washer ($800) to do this work 
in house or with hourly labor. Our tennis courts have a 
continuous staining problem primarily caused by iron pyrite 
particulates that were improperly included in the asphalt mix 
upon installation. The upper tennis courts are being cleaned 
with our new pressure washer and the lower courts were 
power washed by staff member Jim DeLoatch.  The priority 
item at this time is the shoring up of the beam supports in 
the pavilion upon the informal recommendation of  several 
contractors and a structural engineer. The water supply to our 
pond paddle wheel also is in need 
of  repair, and we are considering 
installing a pump in lieu of the 
current water feed from the stream.

b. Village Club - Joanne Wit: 

Village Club seeks to provide its 
members with a variety of programs 
that meet the varied interests of its 
members.  When you, your guests 
or a prospective home owner comes 
through the gate and continues 
up the  road, they are greeted by the well-maintained and 
beautiful Village.  As you explore further, you can see that 
Village Club membership is much more than the beautiful 
property we take for granted when we enter our community.  

• A welcome back party was held the first weekend 
in June.Then the 4th of July event was held.  Both 
were successful and both were open to everyone.  

• Kids Camp had a record attendance and 
was successful as it always is.  

• Upcoming events include Dog Days of Summer next 
Friday open to Village Club members. Then on Sunday 
Woofminster will be held and is open to all WL dogs and 

their owners. Sunday, Sept. 3rd, Labor Day weekend 
will highlight the now traditional Oyster Roast, 
always popular and open to Village Club members. 

• Weekly activities available meet a variety of interests: yoga, 
pickleball, tennis, water fitness, art class, Get in the Loop 
– for yarnies and thread aficionados, Traveling Ladies and 
relaxation/meditation are all offered. Of course there are 
the Monday and Friday night socials, occasionally with 
live music and Bingo the last Friday of each month.

• Dining out with Friends and a  new offering, 
Mystery Dinner, which is a dinner on the mountain 
where only the host knows who will be attending 
dinner.  The next Mystery dinner is August 16. 

We are always open to suggestions; you have to  
help make our program what you, as members,  
would like to see. 

c.  Membership - Lynn Cagney & Ronnie Rice: WLPOA 
membership numbers over the past few years and numbers 
of those still owing dues for this year were given. See table.

d.  To date, we have 44 people owing POA Only Dues; 4 
owing Equity Village Dues; 2 owing Non-Equity Village Club 
dues. We had 81 take advantage 
of the Amnesty Program, which 
was offered for a limited time.

e. Web - Jim Landry: Ray’s 
weather station was moved to the 
country club by Jim Deloatch and 
Jim Landry.  The system was down 
less than 5 hrs.  Rich Ashley has 
volunteered to restart the computer 
during winter power outages.  
Thank you to WL Country Club 
for allowing the weather station equipment to be attached 
to their chimney.  There will be a slight adjustment to the 
gauges, as temperature readings have been unusually high 
due to reflective heat from the building and asphalt. Cameras 
are not online at this time and will be attended to soon.

As of 7/12/13 As of 7/11/14 As of 7/10/15 As of 7/7/16 As of 7/14/17

WLPOA 234 245 251 277 358

Equity 175 178 182 188 192

Non-Equity 77 81 86 81 74

Trial 10 10 10 10 14

Equity Advantage 2 3 6

Limited Equity 1
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Web Continued.

The new e-mail service has been in use for a year now with 
few problems.  We are now able to know who received 
messages and who did not. There is still the problem 
of several service providers that block our messages 
as spam. Most common offenders are AOL, Bellsouth, 
nc.rr or sc.rr, and Yahoo.  We do everything possible to 
get our emails to the membership, but we don’t have 
control over your personal service provider. Check your 
spam, if your provider is reporting our e-mail as spam, 
just ask to be reinstated, it’s a simple correction.

f. TOB - Rich Ashley: Thanks all contributors for 
their input, especially our regular contributors like 
Cindy Tucker, Gwynne Beneke, Jim Landry, Ronnie 
Rice, our Village Clubs activity leaders, and Roads & 
Security. They certainly make his job a lot easier.

• The Summer edition proof has just been received 
from the publisher and comments/corrections 
have been sent back. The final should be out early 
next week. It will include Kids Wolf Camp.

• In addition to the electronic version that we send out 
online (via web page link), we have been receiving about 
250 paper copies, all at no cost to the POA. Ronnie has 
been mailing out around 50  copies.  We have a few 
copies of the Spring and Winter edition remaining.

• The new publisher, Athens Publishing, who also printed 
the new Directory, has been doing an excellent job. The 
only complaint we’ve heard is that their advertising costs 
are high. We are discussing this with them to see if there’s 
anything that can be done to attract more local advertising.

• The deadline for the Fall edition is September 30. We 
welcome articles, no matter how brief, about all our Village 
Club and POA summer activities. Of course, photos are also 
very welcome and are an important part of the publication.

Rich  ended with a quote from the first edition of the TOB 
 published in June 1988:

Welcome to the first edition of “Top of the Bald.” This 
newsletter is put out by the Wolf Laurel Property Owners 
Association…and we will endeavor to keep it on a positive, 
happy vein with no controversial news or editorials. We hope 
to give you a more sophisticated newsletter in the future, 
but at the present it is being run entirely by amateurs who 
really don’t know what they are doing, but trying hard.

That statement about the positive focus of the TOB 
hasn’t changed. We have progressed quite a ways 
from the quality of the original publications, but the 
comment about “amateurs who really don’t know 
what they’re doing, but trying hard,” is still true.

• The Summer and future editions will include excerpts 
from past TOBs. They’re interesting, so watch for them.

The board thanked Rich for his hard work 
and dedication in publishing TOB!

7. Elections Committee Report -  
Jim Landry: Jim announced the election results for the 
2017-2018 WLPOA Board: Lynn Cagney, Gail Ford, 
Bobby Hicks, and Fred Tygart were elected for another 
term.  John Brackett is a newly elected board member.

Meeting adjourned at 11:24 am. 
Minutes will be filed for audit.

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Cagney, WLPOA Secretary 

Discount Monument Center
“Leaving your legacy in stone”

(828) 689-4559
P.O. Box 430 • 7728 Highway 213 • Mars Hill, NC 28754

www.discountmonumentcenter.com • discountmonumentcenter@gmail.com

Discount Monument Center
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(828) 680-9963 • Fax (828) 680-9965
P.O. Box 27 • 7626 Highway 213

Mars Hill, NC 28754

brfh@blueridgefuneralhomeservice.org 
www.blueridgefuneralservice.org

Blue Ridge Funeral Service

Blue Ridge Funeral Home 1_16 Newsletter.indd   1 3/10/17   5:03 PM
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Our first meeting of the Village Book Club met Thursday, June 
1st, 2017, to discuss our book selections for the summer reading 
season.  
We rate our books by “villages,” not stars: one village means 
the book was just “ok,” two villages means that we liked it 
but maybe would not recommend it, three villages means we 
“loved” it and would recommend to a friend, and four villages 
means we “loved it and would HIGHLY recommend to friends.”

On July 6th, we read “Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a family 
and culture in Crisis” by J.D. Vance. Pat MacLean gave the 
review. A must-read book about the Appalachian values 
of the author’s upbringing and the relationship to the 
social problems of his hometown. ** Note** a major motion 
picture directed by Ron Howard about this book is to be 
released soon. Even if you do not read this book, the movie 
will be worth seeing, no matter your political views.

 **The Book Club gave all four villages, except for 
one member who only could give two villages. 

On August 3rd, we read “A Gentleman in Moscow” 
by Amor Towles. Frenchie Richards gave the review. 
The book was about Count Alexander Rostov who 
in 1922 was deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a 
Bolshevik tribunal and was sentenced to house arrest 
in a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. 

**The Book Club gave it four villages…. a must-read book 
for snowy winter days or wherever you find yourself (rumor 
has it that this book may also be made into a movie). 

On September 14, we read “Where’d You Go, Bernadette,” 
by Maria Semple. Harriet Hill gave the review. The book 
revolves around an agoraphobic architect and mother 
named Bernadette who goes missing prior to a family 
trip to Antarctica. In 2018, a movie will be released with 
Cate Blanchett playing the role of Bernadette Fox. 

**The book club has not given it “villages”  
at this time.

Our final book for the summer is “The Book of Joy: Lasting Hap-
piness in a Changing World,” by His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. The review will be given by 
Karen Gerry, Thursday, October 5th. Two great spiritual masters 
share their own hard-won wisdom about living with joy even in 
the face of adversity.

Our book club has enabled us to share our love of literature with 
one another. We are hoping that 2018 will bring us new members 
who will enjoy our friendship and bring new reading material.

WOLF LAUREL VILLAGE BOOK CLUB 2017
Karen Gerry

Frenchie Richards, Martha Tate, Harriett Hill, Karen Gerry, & Pat MacLean
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This summer, during a road trip out 
west, a stop at a wonderful museum 
in Red Cloud, Nebraska, honoring 
the town’s favorite daughter, Willa 
Cather, reminded me again of Cather’s 
delightful novels.  Cather, living 1873 to 
1947, was a character in her own right, 
sometimes dressing in men’s clothing, 
calling herself Willy, and misrepresenting 
her date of birth.  As an adult, Cather’s 
significant friendships were with 
women, and she lived with editor Edith 
Lewis for the last 39 years of her life, but 
scholars still do not agree on Cather’s 
sexual identity.  Even recently published 
The Selected Letters of Willa Cather and 
the University of Nebraska’s more 
complete digital archive of her letters 
fail to answer that issue definitively.

As a Virginian myself, I grew up 
thinking of Cather as a Virginia 
author because her childhood was 
spent in Gore, Virginia, in a lovely old brick house today 
marked by a historical marker on Route 50. But even after 
the Civil War, Virginia was not welcoming to abolitionists 
like the Cathers, who relocated with nine-year-old Willa, to 
Nebraska.  Having once worked in Lincoln City Libraries 
in Nebraska, I learned firsthand how significant Willa 
Cather is to Nebraska’s identity and literary heritage.

In 1890, Cather enrolled in the University of Nebraska where 
she first planned to study science and medicine, with the goal 
of becoming a doctor.  By the end of her freshman year, after 
publishing an article in the local paper and seeing her name 
in print, she switched her major to English.  The University 
of Nebraska’s English Department, now the home of the 
“Willa Cather Archives,” captures Cather’s fast progress at the 
University.  “[T]he young writer became managing editor of the 
school newspaper, the author of short stories, and a theater critic 
and columnist for the Nebraska State Journal as well as for the 
Lincoln Courier. . . . While she was producing four columns per 
week, she was still a full-time student.”   
(http://cather.unl.edu/life.longbio.html)

After graduation, in 1896,  Cather moved to Pittsburgh for her 
new job writing for the Home Monthly.  A year later, she became 

a telegraph editor and drama critic for 
the Pittsburgh Leader and frequently 
contributed poetry and short fiction 
to The Library.  By the end of her ten 
years in Pittsburgh, Cather had taught 
English, Latin and Algebra in two 
high schools, and became head of the 
English department in one of them.  A 
job offer took Cather to New York City 
in 1906, where she became an editor 
for McClure’s Magazine.  In 1912, Cather 
quit McClure’s to write full-time.  

Despite her urban life, Cather’s 
books often vividly depict settling 
the Great Plains, and the memorable 
characters who carved out a life 
there.  Willa described her relocation 
and attachment to the prairie in an 
interview: “I was little and homesick 
and lonely . . . So the country and I 
had it out together and by the end 
of the first autumn the shaggy grass 

country had gripped me with a passion that I have never 
been able to shake. It has been the happiness and curse of 
my life.”  (https://cather.unl.edu/life.longbio.html)  

Her “prairie trilogy” of O Pioneers, Song of the Lark, and 
My Antonia were both popular and critical successes.  
H. L. Mencken praised them for their “plainspoken 
language about ordinary people,” which apparently was 
unusual during the first third of the twentieth century 
when American fiction often focused on elite society.  

Although Cather continually returned to Nebraska in her 
travels and in her writing, she spent time in many other 
places.  For instance, she bought a cottage on an island in 
New Brunswick, Canada, visited her brother in Arizona, 
traveled to Paris, stayed with a friend in Toronto, Canada, 
and worked in Jaffrey, New Hampshire, where she is buried.   
Cather’s novels reflect these travels.  Death Comes for the 
Archbishop is set in Sante Fe, New Mexico, and Sapphira and 
the Slave Girl in Virginia. Cather’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
WWI novel, One of Our Own, starts out on the prairie, but 
takes the protagonist to war in Europe. But Cather’s crowning 
achievement remains her depiction of the Great Plains and 
its impact on those who tried to tame its harsh land.

CLASSIC “GOOD READS” BY WILLA CATHER IN WOLF LAUREL LIBRARY
Yvonne Carignan
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Who’s watching your home?

ASHEVILLE · HENDERSONVILLE · FRANKLIN

828.253.1235 · 828.693.7136 · 828.524.2268
EMAIL: INFO@SOUTHERNALARM.COM “For over 65 years, we have trusted Southern Alarm for our home and 

business safety. They do a wonderful job and treat us like family!”

—LUCIA GREENE, 
WICK AND GREENE JEWELERS

FOR A COMPLETE ARRAY OF SERVICES VISIT:
www.southernalarm.com

YOU CAN’T BE HOME ALL THE TIME.
OUR SECURITY SYSTEMS WILL GIVE YOU
PEACE OF MIND WHILE YOU’RE AWAY!

SYSTEMS FOR:
Burglary • Fire • Carbon Monoxide • Video Surveillannce

Keyless Entry • 24 Hr Monitoring (Cellular/Internet)

1979-07 southern alarm Newsletter HaldPg.pdf   1   1/26/17   3:16 PM

The Wolf Laurel Library includes the following Cather novels:

Death Comes to the Archbishop (1927) - Concerns the attempts 
of a Catholic bishop and a priest to establish a diocese in New 
Mexico Territory. (Paraphrased from Wikipedia)

Lost Lady (1923) -  “To the people of Sweet Water, a fading 
railroad town on the Western plains, Mrs. Forrester is the 
resident aristocrat, at once gracious and comfortably remote. 
To her aging husband, she is a treasure whose value increases 
as his powers fail. To Neil Herbert, who falls in love with her 
as a boy and becomes her confidante as a man, Mrs. Forrester 
is an enigma, by turns steadfast and faithless, dazzling and 
pathetic: a woman whose charm is intertwined with a terrifying 
vulnerability.” (https://www.willacather.org/lost-lady)

My Antonia  (1918) - About an orphaned boy from Virginia, 
Jim Burden, and the elder daughter in a family of Bohemian 
immigrants, Ántonia Shimerda, who are each brought 
as children to be pioneers in Nebraska towards the end 
of the 19th century. Both the pioneers who first break the 
prairie sod for farming, and the harsh land itself, feature 
in this American novel. (Paraphrased from Wikipedia)

O Pioneers (1913)  - The story of the Bergsons, a family of  
Swedish-American immigrants in Nebraska farm country, at the 
turn of the 20th century. The main character, Alexandra Bergson, 
inherits the family farmland when her father dies, and she 
devotes her life to making the farm a viable enterprise at a time 
when many other immigrant families are giving up and leaving 
the prairie. The novel also concerns romantic relationships of 
Alexandra and her brother. (Paraphrased from Wikipedia)

One of Ours (1922)  - A Nebraska farm boy resists the life others 
plan for him but realizes his ideals as a soldier in the European 
battlefields of the First World War.

The Professor’s House (1925)  - Successful professor in Midwest-
ern university town finds his life discombobulated by a move to 
a new house.

The Song of the Lark (1915)  - A young woman’s awakening as an 
artist and her struggle to escape a small Colorado town’s con-
straints.
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I was elected to 
the Board of Wolf 
Laurel Roads 
and Security in 
2014.  As I end 
my three-year 
term, I have 
begun to take 
stock of the many 
accomplishments 
and some 
setbacks 
experienced by the Board and to reflect 
on some lessons I have learned.

Being elected was a special honor.  While 
other women had been appointed to 
the Board, I was the first woman to be 
elected by the property owners of Wolf 
Laurel Estates.  I am also pleased to 
have served in this important period 
of transition.  In December of 2012, a 
strong group of community leaders had 
successfully negotiated the acquisition 
of roads and security operations 
from the developer.  This was a huge 
advance toward self-governance.

The realization of the responsibility of 
the Board of WLRMS became clear from 
my very first meeting.  WLRMS manages 
a $1 million budget; is responsible for 
the improvement and maintenance of 
62 miles of roads; is responsible for the 
safeguarding of the security and safety 
of its approximately 1,100 properties 
and their owners; and through the 
Architectural Review Board maintains 
and insures architectural standards.

At that first meeting, I was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer and placed on the 
ad hoc committee to review and develop 
the $4,000,000 road improvement project 
(and later was made Chairman of said 
committee).  I will say more about this 
project later, but first I want to give an 
example of the Board’s attitude toward 
its responsibility to property owners.  At 
that meeting, a property owner couple 
expressed concern that their road was 
not being maintained.  It was explained 

to them that there were several roads in 
Wolf Laurel Estates that the developer 
had designated as “private roads.”  

After the meeting, I offered to investigate 
this situation on behalf of the Board and 
to provide all pertinent information to 
our outside attorney to obtain a legal 
opinion.  Our attorney determined that the 
roads that had been classified as “private” 
were in fact “common roads,” and the 
90+ owners on these roads were entitled 
to regular road maintenance.  As Board 
secretary, I then sent personal letters to 
each of these property owners informing 
them of this.  I was thrilled to do this, but 
later was disappointed that the Board did 
not get but a few “thank-you’s” for the 
efforts.  But that was perhaps a good lesson 
to learn early; as we, the Board, should 
not expect thanks for doing what we were 
elected to do and are expected to do.

At the same time that I was working on 
the common vs. private roads issue, I was 
actively working with the Roads Project 
Committee trying to develop the best 
and most reasonable presentation to the 
property owners.  Over the summer of 
2015, there was a great deal of divisiveness 
shown in our community.  That experience 
was probably one of the most difficult I 
had to face, and I was very disappointed 
in the result.  But the Board has continued 
and will continue to work hard to keep 
our roads safe with the funds that are 
available.  Another lesson was learned. 

The first winter I was on the Board, it 
happened to be a rough winter with 
lots of snow.  After finding out that our 
roads crew, when they were working 24 
hours a day constantly to keep the roads 
clear, were sleeping at the maintenance 
shed, Charlie Potts, the Chairman of 
the Roads Committee, and I decided 
that that was ridiculous when we had 
a room at the RMS building that was 
just storing old equipment.  We worked 
with Jason, and his crew built two bunk 
beds to be placed in that room.  Now 
when the roads crew has to work over an 

extended period of time, they can sleep 
in that room in the building and use the 
restrooms and kitchen that are available.

During my term, Roads and Security 
worked hard with the Forest Service 
to re-open the road to Big Bald for 
vehicular traffic for Wolf Laurel 
residents.  Now those who cannot walk 
up can enjoy the beauty that is there.  

In working with the Security staff and 
the Security Committee, a three-year 
plan was prepared for Security, which 
was recommended to and approved by 
the RMS Board. From that plan, roving 
patrol was increased to 80 hours a week, 
the Director of Security position was 
separated from the office administration 
tasks, and a full-time office position 
was created and filled; and a new 
vehicle suitable for use on our roads 
was purchased for the roving patrol.

There have been many ups and downs 
over the last three years.  I have learned 
so much about our community and our 
organization.  It has been a pleasure 
working with the dedicated and hard-
working staff of RMS and with the 
community  members of the Security 
Committee that I have chaired.  I am proud 
to say that I never missed a Board meeting 
in the three years of my term, and each of 
those meetings was a learning experience.

There were, obviously, many more 
concerns and issues that the Board dealt 
with over the last three years.  I received 
over 4,500 emails and probably sent that 
many or more.  Anyone who has ever 
served on a volunteer board finds out 
that it is much harder than being on the 
sidelines.  Now that I am on the sidelines, 
I hope I will be a knowledgeable property 
owner—attend meetings, read minutes, 
know the Bylaws and Covenants, be 
aware of what is happening, etc.

My three-year term is over now.  I am 
pleased that I have had this opportunity 
to work for Wolf Laurel Roads and 
Security and trust that I have made a 
contribution to the community I love.

A FEW REFLECTIONS ON MY THREE-YEAR TERM ON THE RMS BOARD
Becky McKnight
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For the last several years, Pickleball has 
become very popular here in the Village!  
Some of these players had played tennis 
until the Pickleball fever caught on.  Now we 
have regularly scheduled Pickleball play on 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 am and also 
on Sunday at 3 pm throughout the Village 
Club season.  George and Becky Shennan 
visited another community a few years ago, 
Connestee Falls, where the Pickleball fever 
had already started and the rest is history!  
George & Becky painted the lines for 4 
Pickleball courts on our lower court – closest 
to the Village Pavilion, and this has allowed 
many players to gather and enjoy the game.  
At least 49 members have enjoyed the game 
this season, and on an average day we 
have at least 11 players.  During our busiest 
month of July, we had well over 21 players 
with a few fans and spectators as well!  

If you haven’t seen this sport in action, you are missing out.  
It’s quick, ‘poppy’ and fun!  The courts are small, so there’s 
not as much running – just lots of quick reflexes.  Usually 
the group plays doubles and they rotate players in if an odd 
number show up.  And it’s not just fun and good social time 
– we have some great players and they love to compete.

Pickleball is probably the fastest growing 
sport in the US.  It combines many elements 
of tennis, badminton and ping pong/table 
tennis.  Rather than a racquet, it’s played 
with solid paddles made of wood and/
or composite materials that are somewhat 
similar to a ping pong paddle (a bit bigger 
with more surface).  The ball itself looks 
almost like a wiffle ball – a plastic/polymer 
ball with holes.  But from the experience 
of our players here, certain balls play 
better than others.   Our players could 
probably assemble the portable nets with 
their eyes closed, they’ve done it so often 
(I don’t think they’ve actually done this, 
but it would be fun to watch them try!).

Our Board has voted to dedicate the 
lower court to Pickleball, and we hope 
to make court improvements in 2018.

We thank George & Becky for bringing this great sport to 
Wolf Laurel!  George has offered to provide basic instruction 
to those who would like to play but don’t know much 
about the game.  You can reach George at gshennan@
earthlink.net.  He’ll want to pick a convenient time that 
isn’t already scheduled for Pickleball play (he wouldn’t 
want to miss that!).  So, come on out and give it a try!

PICKLEBALL!
George Shennan

ART FROM PINE CONES AND ZINNIAS
A Pine Cone-Zinnias Art Class with Gail Ford and 
Cassandra Bradham was held at Cassandra’s home on 
Monday, August 7th. Attending were Debbie Wallace 
and friend, Barbara Smith, Susan Parker and Linda 
Linkenauger, Eunice Shoemaker, and Laura Fisher.

Gail Ford and Cassandra Bradham love doing floral 
arrangements and have spent some time upgrading our 
arrangements in the Community Center.  This is a photo of 
them at The Barn in front of our new wreaths  they made.
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VACATION BIRD SCHOOL AT WOLF LAUREL JULY 10-13, 2017
Sponsored by Southern Appalachian Raptor Research
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Sunday, August 6, 2017, was the date of our second 
annual Woofminster event. Woofminster is Wolf 
Laurel’s answer to the Westminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show. All dog owners on the mountain are invited 
to participate in this fun, entertaining event.

We had lots of participants this year. We started 
the day with all owners introducing their dogs and 
having each one do a trick. We had Zoe who caught 
a treat in mid-air and Sundae who howled like a 
wolf when prompted by everyone in the audience.

The contests were judged by Village Club members 
Nadine Mace, Leslie Plank, and me, Lori Macaulay.

Not only did we have the dogs and their owners, 
but we also had lots of spectators. The Pickleball 
game had just finished so the players, among 
others, came over to watch the festivities.

Among the favorite of the contests is the doggie 
version of Musical Chairs. All owners have their 
dogs on their leashes and walk around in a large 
circle to the sounds of music. Each time the music 
stops, the dogs have to sit. The last one to sit is out. 
This continues until the last dog is sitting! Everyone 
always has a good time with this activity.

Even though we all had lots of fun and laughter, this 
event was actually for something purposeful. We asked 
for a donation from all dogs that entered the contest 
and we collected $100, which was donated to the 
Yancey County Animal Shelter. Ali Macaulay, owner 
of Chihuahuas Sport and Sundae, volunteers at the 
Yancey County Animal Shelter, a no-kill facility. She 
brought the donated funds over to the shelter, and they 
were thrilled to be the recipient of our fundraiser.

We look forward to seeing everyone come out next 
summer for our 3rd Annual Woofminster event.

WOOFMINSTER 2017 
By Lori Wyman Macaulay
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I have a new toy. It has been sitting expectantly on my 
kitchen counter for at least a month. I have talked to it, 
“Be patient. Soon.” Each day I would go about preparing 
meals as usual, casting a wary eye toward this new, shiny, 
professional looking contraption. When I ordered it, I was 
enthusiastic and confident that I could handle anything it 
could throw at me, but my confidence dwindled each time 
I began to pore through the instructions, directions that 
seemed far more complex than I had expected. On the label 
just above the myriad buttons and digital screen are the 
words INSTANT POT. My toy is a combination multi-slow-
cooker-pressure cooker. Instead of getting up in the middle 
of the night to change the settings on my current favorite 
slow/multi cooker, this genius of a kitchen appliance cuts 
cooking time (with the pressure function) to a minor fraction 
of usual slow cooking time. But you don’t have to use that 
special function. The versatility of this smart pot is awesome.

Let me explain. I already have four slow cookers, two large 
and two average size. (Yes, I used them all at the same time, 
expecting to blow a breaker, and cooking 22# of pulled 
pork over this past Labor Day weekend!) But it still seems 
excessive. When John, steward of all major credit card 
purchases, queried this particular 3-digit ding on my card, 
with a straight face I informed him that it was for a new 
slow cooker. “OH?” Eyebrows raised. Choose your words 
carefully, Gwynne. “Well, this one is DIFFERENT; it’s also a 
pressure cooker.” John knows about pressure cookers and the 
benefit of cutting cooking times, so the conversation ended 
there. I could tell he was skeptical, however. But this relative 

behemoth sitting on the kitchen counter for weeks tested his 
curiosity. “When are you going to use your new cooker?” A 
grin, a subtle roll of the eyes. “Be patient, soon – I’ve been 
really busy!” Which was true. But honestly, not THAT busy.

Well, I couldn’t justify the delay any longer. I chose a 
somewhat familiar beef pot roast recipe, noted that it did 
not include onions or garlic, and decided that I couldn’t 
put off the inaugural event any longer. I have never blindly 
followed any printed recipe, so I decided in the midst of 
the instructions, I would add 2 separately sautéed onions 
and 3 shallots, to the usual carrots and potatoes. THE 
TIME HAD COME. I COULD PROCRASTINATE NO 
LONGER. Gathering all components together, including a 
good red wine, I was ready. “Heat the stainless steel inner 
pot, add olive oil and sauté your roast well on all sides.” 
No problem. “Deglaze the pot with stock (no problem), 
then close the lid (making certain the thingy on top that 
spews steam is set at ‘sealing’) and set the timer for 45 
minutes at pressure.” YIKES! JOHN, HELP! Of course he 
immediately closes the lid, as if he had been doing this 
forever. Yep, I can do this. The pot is soon jiggling, its 
happy lid-thingy steaming. The wine? I think I’ll have 
a glass. “Go about your life now for 45 minutes.” NO 
PROBLEM! I think I’m getting the hang of this . . . .

“When time is up, open the cooker, using Quick Release, 
as on page 5.” Page 5. Page 5. Ah – the little thingy 
on top of the lid from “sealing” to “venting.” But it’s 
very hot. Use a potholder, dummy. But now comes 
the fun part: in go the extra savory stuff, potatoes 

RESTAURANT RAMBLINGS: 
Challenging My Comfort Zone

Gwynne Beneke
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and carrots (“on top”). Set the pressure function for 10 
minutes. Done. Watch the news, drink the wine.

“When time is up, open the lid, remove the carrots, etc. etc.” 
Now the fun begins, the part I love! “Heat the cooking liquid, 
add wine, butter,  seasonings and reduce on Sauté.” We’re 
home free now. Smells heavenly. The veggies are tender, the 
meat (tented with foil) is succulent. The sauce redolent and 
savory. I put the meat and veggies all back in the pot on “keep 
warm” to wait for dinner. The next time, I’ll add mushrooms. 

Why was I so intimidated? I think it’s the pressure thing. I 
had a pressure cooker that I used a lot in a former life, when 
I was a young professor, mother of two, wife, and working 
on my doctorate. Also frequently hosting and cooking for 
Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winning authors. 
Busy! But it was small and single function. This appliance has 
all the bells and whistles. I look forward to more interaction 
with what is very likely to become my GO-TO appliance for 
making roasted meats and soups and stews of all kinds. We 
will take it with us on our winter travels in our RV; I cook 
quite a bit and have carried an old fashioned slow cooker 
for making chili and stews for years. I also purchased a 

clear glass lid for the POT and an additional cookbook. A 
list of potential pressure-cooking times for a great variety of 
foods is included in the exceedingly detailed instructions.

There are several pressure/multi/slow cookers on the 
market; the INSTANT POT is middle priced. I had considered 
the somewhat less expensive CUISINART version, as two 
of my slow-cookers are by that brand, but I read a lot of 
reviews and decided on the INSTANT POT instead. This 
would make a wonderful gift for young families with 
small children. There are instructions for sanitizing bottles 
and making baby food. This appliance could make their 
young, frequently frantic lives much simpler and easier. 

Our kitchens on the mountain are frequently smallish. 
Once I become really comfortable with my new smart pot, 
I may retire one or more of my current collection of slow 
cookers. We’ll see. They do take up a lot of storage space.

I hope your winters are warm and serene. So many of our 
WL friends winter in Florida and have suffered at least 
some damage to their homes. You will be in our thoughts 
and prayers as you retrench and recover. Travel safe!

Sitting: left to right: Jeri Mag, Sharon Marable,  
Kay Anselmo, Debbie Wallace and friend Reesie
Standing: left to right: Amelia Woolf, Frenchie Richards, 
Karen Gerry, Kippie Capers, Barbie McQueen and  
Joann VanHyning

WANDERING LADIES AT THE TRYON EQUESTRIAN CENTER
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30TH WOLF LAUREL HOSPICE BENEFIT
The 30th Wolf Laurel Hospice Benefit was held this year 
with events occurring in May, July and September. All events 
took place at the Wolf Laurel Country Club, except for the 
Hearts for Hospice drive at Ingles in Mars Hill on September 
2nd.  The kick-off event was a plant sale organized by Barby 
McQueen on May 27. Nurseries and generous donors from 
around the area supplied plants for those on the mountain to 
begin beautification of our homes for the spring and summer. 

Next was a golf tournament held on July 15. Fifty-two 
players made up the thirteen teams participating, with 
winners: 1st Place Low Net - Louie Bellemare, David 
Wiggins, and Fred and Susan Tygart; and 1st Place Low 
Gross - Ron Coppenbarger, Bobby Anglin, Carson Anglin 
and Jake Coppenbarger  (Ron’s grandson and Bobby’s son). 
Prizes consisted of free rounds of golf for four at area golf 
clubs. Nineteen hole sponsors were represented by signs 
on the greens and tees. The “hole-in-one” hole this year 
was #6 sponsored by Buchanan Young Chrysler Jeep in 
Burnsville. Unfortunately no one won the Jeep this year. A 
breakfast sponsored by Leslie and Mike Howard preceded 
the tournament and a finger-food social sponsored by Ingles 
was held afterwards when the winners were announced.

Saturday, July 29 began with a bake sale organized by 
Lee Moeller and LaRae Weaver under the capable and 
generous supervision of Barby McQueen. We appreciate 
the wonderful participation by the “bakers” and the event 
was wholeheartedly supported by the community.  The 
highlight of the Hospice Benefit occurred that evening 
with a silent and live auction (Louis Bellemare - auctioneer 
extraordinaire) followed by dinner. The theme was 
Mountain Mardi Gras with amazing thematic decorations 
organized by Debbie Romero and Roberta Lea and excellent 
jazz music provided by the Stormy Weather Band.

The Hospice finale was the Labor Day weekend Hearts 
for Hospice drive where donation tables were set up 
at the entrance to Ingles to allow the local community 
the opportunity to participate. Those who staffed 
the tables heard many warm stories about family 
or friends who had been served by Hospice.

During the dinner, Larry Burda, chairman of the 
Hot Springs Health Program Board, expressed his 
appreciation and that of the Board members, the Hot 
Springs Health Program and the Hospice staff for the 
generous, willing and faithful support provided by the 
residents of Wolf Laurel over the last thirty years. 

Hospice event chairman, Willie Romero, would 
especially like to thank all the volunteers, sponsors, 
donors, participants and the Wolf Laurel Country Club, 
not only for this year’s event but also last years.  This 
year about $47,000 will be donated to Hospice, which 
brings the thirty-year total to almost $1.1 million.

THANK YOU, WOLF LAUREL!
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We had a great evening in the Village on Sunday, September 
3rd at our 2017 Labor Day Weekend Oyster Roast!  With at 
least 100 in attendance (the itty bitty children didn’t get in the 
count), the enthusiastic crowd enjoyed a wonderful dinner 
including fresh Virginia-farmed oysters with all the oyster 
fixins, BBQ pork sliders, broccoli slaw, potato salad, chips, 
fruit, and cookies.  As some really great music played in the 
background, the avid oyster lovers lined up for their treats.  

It takes a great team to pull this event off!  Peter Beneke – who 
made the trip from Virginia with the oysters and cooking 
equipment in tow – got an early start with steaming the 
huge oysters on his custom-made grill till they just popped 
open.  Then the shucking team took over.  And, this year our 
shucking team included a Master Shucker – George Hastings!  

George and his shucking cohorts, Mitchell Whitt, Patrick 
Stafford, and Clay Brock worked hard throughout the evening 
to get the 1300+ bivalve mollusks onto the platters.  We also 
had a small zealous crowd at the ‘Shuck ‘Ur Own’ table!

The Village Club Committee members worked hard 
to make this event happen with detailed planning and 
coordination.  This Committee also provided all the 
great food enjoyed by all – BBQ pork sliders and all the 
side dishes.  Village Staff members worked several days 
in support of this event – before, during, and after.

The Village Club Committee is already working on planning 
for next year’s event, and if you love oysters, BBQ, and a 
good time, you’ll want to get your tickets early for 2018!

2017 LABOR DAY WEEKEND OYSTER ROAST!
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Boys of Summer at a Tourists’ Game Curious visitor at the VanHyning’s Wolf Laurel Walking Club

One of many hornet nests this summer Battling hornets Hurricane Irma effects along Village Ln.

Hurricane Irma on the Playground



Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association

www.wolflaurelpoa.com 21

Proudly serving the Wolf Laurel community over the past 18 years.

WATER, MOLD, FIRE, SMOKE & STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST

676 Old Mars Hill Highway • Weaverville, NC 28787
Restore your tomorrow today, call  828.645.4546

Insured • Certified • 24 Hour Emergency Service

ElementsOfEarthLandscaping1/8Color Newsletter.indd   1 5/19/17   2:55 PM

Your connection for
reaching neighborhoods 

throughout the Carolinas.

For information or advertising
in our publications, call

1-800-747-9286
www.athenspub.com

Community  Directories & Newsletters
Athens Publishing Co., inC.
Community  Directories & Newsletters

Athens Publishing Co., inC.
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Cline Coates Construction Co. 

Owner: Cline Coates
 Cell (828) 206-3181 • Work (828) 689-3181 

clinerc@frontier.com

For home and property, maintenance needs, painting, remodel projects, 
decks (new & existing), work from the ground up. Free estimates. 

Cline CoatesConstruction 1_8 Color newsletter 1.pdf   1   2/17/17   2:46 PM

Reems Creek Nursery, Inc.
Trees, Shrubs, Blooming COLORFUL Annuals, 

Perennials, Herbs, NEWLY EXPANDED Gift Shop
Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff Since 1979

70 Monticello Road, Weaverville, NC
I-26/Exit 18   828-645-3937     www.reemscreek.com

ReemsNursery WL - 1_16C _Newsletter.indd   1 3/9/17   5:29 PM

Armin L. Wessel Architect, Inc.

7 South Main Suite, 2A • PO Box 305 
Burnsville, NC 28714

828-682-0300 • Cell:  828-284-0700
armin@wesselarchitect.com
wesselarchitect@gmail.comweb: arminlwesselarchitect.com

See This Space?

For Advertising Rates
Call Leslie Martin

828-774-5270, ext. 2
www.athenspub.com

Hicks
REAL ESTATE GROUP

Bobby Hicks, M.E.
Broker/Realtor #275326

828-333-3505 
direct line

• Full Time Resident of Wolf Laurel
• Holds a Masters Degree in Business
• Formerly a Commercial Banking Officer in Asheville
• Representing Buyers and Sellers on Residential,
    Land, and Commercial real estate transactions.

 “High level negotiations, getting the best deal for you, whether you are buying or selling.”

Randy Banks
828.284.0409

Edwin Crowder
828.778.2127

randy@crowderbanks.com

• Outdoor Spaces
• Commercial

CBA Services

Building Your Dreams…

• New Construction
• Renovation &   
 Remodeling
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akut_abuv@hotmail.com
LEE PETERSON

828-208-5285

TREE SERVICE, LANDSCAPING

DRIVE THRU NURSERY: 
 HWY. 19 E, BURNSVILLE

DRIVEWAY: SEALING, PAVING, 
PAVER & REPAIR SERVICE

PROFESSIONAL PAINT SERVICE

Akut-Abuv
‘Cover The Mountain’


