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President’s Message
Fred Tygart

It has been an eventful off season for our mountain 
community highlighted by the WLRMS’s purchase in 
January, 2016 of the motel property. This property 
had been actively marketed since late spring of 2015 
without success, which prompted an online auction in 
November 2015.

The successful bidder was an out of state shell 
corporation created specifically for this purchase. 
Fortunately, the WLRMS covenants and restrictions 
provided the “right of first refusal” which enabled RMS 
to purchase the motel. With this ownership, RMS was 
able to rid our community of a property which had 
caused security problems for decades and eliminate any 
future use of this commercially zoned property which 
would be inconsistent with the family environment of 
Wolf Laurel.

The purchase included a one half interest in a waste 
water treatment plant. The other half was already 
owned by the WLPOA. This plant services the Village, 
the RMS office building, and two private homes on 
Spring Valley Drive. The WLPOA had obtained its 
interest when the Village was purchased in 2010.

The history of the waste water plant is a “long and 
winding road” which has been an expensive and 
troublesome thorn in the side of the WLPOA with 
every step. The purchase of the motel and the sewer 
plant (a rose by any other name is but a rose) has given 
us an opportunity to install a septic/drain field system 
and eliminate a substantial expense of almost $15,000 
per year.

The WLPOA has contracted with Land Resource 
Management LLC, an engineering firm, to do the 
necessary ground work for the proposed system. 
This is a highly regulated area due to environmental 
concerns. Our Village has several limiting considerations 
on its eleven acre parcel including the existence of 
an active well and its proximity to a class C trout 
stream protected by North Carolina laws. Each has 
considerable set back requirements.

Land Resource Management’s initial on site inspection 
was positive as to our capacity for a drain field, but the 
final determination is contingent upon a preliminary 
soil evaluation which will require soil borings, test site 
evaluation and tile probes. The simple “perk tests” that 
were formerly used for residential installations are no 
longer permitted, per se, as the applicable regulations 
are now stricter and require multiple site soil analysis. 
If the preliminary soil evaluation is sufficiently positive, 
then a step two “permit level” soil evaluation and septic 
system design is done which will include issuance of all 
necessary permits for construction. A special thanks is 
due to Jim Landry for his untiring efforts on this project.

I am extremely hopeful that the WLPOA will be able 
to install a septic/drain field system as it will enable 
us to shed a financial yoke that has been onerous. It 
will also help us to hold the line on our dues for the 
foreseeable future. While I hesitated to go into detail 
about the waste water plant in this article, I felt that this 
information was important to all of us but especially to 
those Village Club members who generously donated 
for the purchase of the motel property. Almost 80% of 
the donors were Village Club members. They made a 
sound financial decision that will benefit all property 
owners at Wolf Laurel.



186 HAMLIN LANE-$89,900  
AMAZING VALUE!! Cabin in the woods 
on private rolling .88 acre, 2 Bdr’s, 2 
Baths w/bonus room, one level living, 
monitor heat, 984sqft.

430 OAKRIDGE LANE-REDUCED-
$159,900-Beautiful mountain views 
on the golf course, 3 Bdr’s, 2 Baths, 
den family room area, easy driveway, 
nestled in the woods.

569 PISGAH PASS RD-$199,000—
Priced to move-Just reduced-3 Bdr’s, 
3.5 Baths w/extreme long range mtn 
views, part. furnished, fplc, gas heat, 
paved driveway. High elevation offers 
cool summers.

459 LOOKOUT DRIVE-$280,000-
EXTREME LONG RANGE VIEWS-WELL 
MAINTAINED AND UPDATED, 2 Bdr’s, 
3 Baths w/loft area and bonus room 
on lower level, T&G walls and ceilings, 
2 fplcs, gas heat. Great buy!!

217 LOOKOUT DRIVE-$299,900-JUST 
REDUCED-EXTEME LONG RANGE 
VIEWS, Spacious mtn chalet 3 Bdr’s, 
3 Baths, garage, .85 acre, loft area, 2 
fplcs, close to club.

186 COTTAGE LANE-$389,000-NEW 
LISTING- Just completed lower level, 
4 Bdr’s, 4 Baths, adorable cabin , 
beautiful furnishings that will convey, 
mtn views, gas heat, 2 gas fplcs, all 
paved access, close to country club, 
2888sqft.

3340 EL MINER DRIVE-$429,000- 
NEW LISTING- Well maintained log 
home on the golf course, 3 Bdr’s, 3.5 
Baths, 3078sqft, nicely furnished, 
landscaped, paved driveway, garage, 
2 stone fplcs, 2 story cath. ceilings, 
loft area.

903 EAGLES NEST VILLA-$199,000-
EXCELLENT CONDITION-Townhouse 
walking distance to club, 1200sqft, 2 
master suites, cath. ceilings, gas heat, 
furnished, new kitchen counters and 
flooring, village amenities and club 
memberships.

159 SPRING VALLEY-$99,000-
AFFORDABLE CABIN CLOSE TO 
SLOPES-One level easily maintained 
864sqft, 2 Bdr’s, 1.5 Baths, 
furnishings to convey, hot tub, cvrd 
porch, garage.



3

WLPOA Board of Directors
Fred Tygart, President

Dick Moeller, Vice President
Richard Ashley, Secretary
Jack Trousdale, Treasurer

*********
John Beneke
Lynn Cagney

 

Gregg Davis
Gail Watkins Ford

Bobby Hicks
Jim Landry

Lori Wyman-Macaulay
Earlene Shofi
David Smith

WLPOA Staff
Ronnie Rice, Office Manager

Cindy Tucker, Village Club Director

The Top of the Bald is published four times each year by the Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association, 91 Village Lane, Mars Hill NC 28754. 
Members are encouraged to send original articles and photographs of interest to the Wolf Laurel community. Deadlines to be announced on 
website. Email proposed articles and photos to wlpoaboard@wolflaurelpoa.com.  We reserve the right to edit all entries to fit The TOB.  Please 
contact the WLPOA office to report any changes in your address, telephone number or email address, 828 689-9229 or to:  
wlpoaboard@wolflaurelpoa.com  ©Copyright 2016 Wolf Laurel Property Owners Association

Top of the Bald Newsletter 

Editor
Rich Ashley

ashleyrc@hotmail.com
 

Publisher
Dancing Moon Print Solutions, Inc.

16 N. Main St • Mars Hill NC 28754
TOTB Advertising
 828 689-9353 

lponder@dancingmoonprintsolutions.com

http://www.wolflaurelpoa.com/

The off season has also been eventful in that the 
needed repairs to our facilities have been ongoing and 
will be completed for the opening of the season. The 
Community Center’s issues have been addressed top to 
bottom with roof/chimney stack repairs, shoring up of 
supporting floor joists in the library and main floor, and 
correcting structural defects in the surrounding deck. 
Also, the steps and handrail from the lower to upper 
parking lot have been repaired. A new liner for the pool 
will be installed together with deck improvements. The 
structural defects to the Angelica Ridge Pavilion are on 
our contractor’s schedule to be corrected. Many thanks 
to Dick Moeller, our Facilities Committee Chair, for all 
of his efforts on these projects. 

Excitement is building for everyone’s return to Wolf 
Laurel for another enjoyable summer. This edition of 
the Top of the Bald sets out all of the activities and 
events planned by Earlene Shofi, Cindy Tucker, and 
the Amenities Committee. Earlene makes it happen 
along with Rich Ashley, Editor of the TOB. What an 
outstanding job these folks do! As I have said before, 
your first stop upon your return (after unloading the 
groceries) should be the Community Center to be 
updated on everything that is happening. Hope to see 
you on the mountain!
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VILLAGE STAFF  
MEMBERS 2016 

Our Village Staff team for this season is outstanding and 
I am pleased to introduce them to you! 
 
Jim Deloatch, a full-time Wolf Laurel resident, is 
returning for his third season to lead our Staff this year.  
As many of you know, Jim is semi-retired but stays very 
active – both here on the mountain and also continuing 
to lead law enforcement training sessions in many areas 
of North Carolina.  Jim’s a Certified Pool Operator and 
also provides our members with great opportunities to 
learn the lifesaving skills of CPR/AED.   

Suehonor Connor, is also full-time Wolf Laurel 
resident, and will be a new Staff member this season.  
Suehonor has spent much of her time as an active 
community volunteer in schools and non-profit 
organizations.  She also has a great variety of business 
experience.  She and her husband relocated here in 
August last year from Tennessee.   
 
Joey Leonard will be joining our team as a 2016 
graduate from Young-Harris College in Georgia.  Joey 
will be completing his internship in Outdoor Leadership 
while he is working with us this season.  Joey will bring 
many skills that are a good fit for recreation here on 
the mountain – including fly fishing! 

Please join me in welcoming these wonderful Staff 
members here in The Village! 

“Strength and Stretch”
Fitness Class

With Mary Lou Woodiwiss

For those of you who don’t know me, I’ve been coming 
to Wolf Laurel for over 40 years enjoying the beauty 
and wonderful people here.

This season I will be teaching exercise at the Village 
Club on Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:00 a.m. along with 
Becky Shennan helping to fill in as needed. 

I’ve always been active in dance, acrobatics and 
gymnastics from a very early age. I’m hoping to spread 
my enthusiasm for fitness to Village Club members (and 
guests).

During the winter months I attend Christie’s Family 
Fitness Gym in Vero Beach, Florida. I participate in Step 
Aerobics, Group Power, Spin, Tabata, Grooving, Yoga and 
Beyond the Barre.

I hope to incorporate moves learned at Christie’s into 
our Strength and Stretch class here at Wolf Laurel. I 
invite everyone of all fitness levels to join this class!

“IF YOU NEVER DID, YOU SHOULD!  THESE THINGS 
ARE FUN, AND FUN IS GOOD!”  DR. SEUSS 

Wolf Laurel Village  
Book Club

Karen Gerry

The “Wolf Laurel Village Book Club” started last 
summer and will continue in the spring of 2016 (May 
through October). Over the winter months two books 
were suggested for the WL Village book club members: 
“Me Before You” by Jo Jo Moyes and “The Storied Life 
of A.J. Fikry” by Gabrielle Zevin. As of this writing we 
have six members, hopefully over the summer many 
new members will be added to the roster. The book 
club is open to all who love to read and we know there 
are people in the Village who can bring new and exciting 
books to discuss.

(Continued on next page)

 

Our hours of operation 7 days a week this season are: 
 

 Community 
Center 

Village Pool – 
opening date TBD 

May 8:30am – 6:30pm 10am – 6pm 
June 8:30am – 7:30pm 10am – 7pm 
July 8:30am – 8:30pm 10am – 8pm 
Aug. 8:30am – 8:30pm 10am – 8pm 
Sept. 8:30am – 7:30pm 10am – 7pm 
Oct. 8:30am – 6:30pm Pool closed 
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I am happy to say that I am a very new resident of 
Wolf Laurel (2014) and have enjoyed meeting so many 
wonderful people.

My winter home is in Fort Myers, Florida where I am 
also in a book club and will be bringing new book title 
selections to offer The Village book club from that club.

Hope to see you at the book club this summer! Check 
with Cindy at the Village Club office for details on when 
and where we’ll meet.

It’s All About Da Bill 
What’s all da buzz ‘bout da bill? Well, here’s some… 
“Where’s my WLPOA annual dues bill?” or “Why did I 
receive this notice that my WLPOA dues are past due?” 
or “Why isn’t my name in the directory? or “Why can’t I 
get my WLPOA dues bill by snail mail?”  FYI, here’s how 
it works.

Annual WLPOA dues notices go out in early January 
each year. Our goal is to have the new directories 
available for members in June.  It takes time to 
assimilate all the names and addresses before submitting 
the directory to the printer.  By receiving your 
information before March 15, we have time to get the 
directory printed and available to you by mid-June when 
most seasonal members have arrived on the mountain.

If we have an email address for you, our financial 
software automatically sends your bill to that address.  
If you have changed your email address and have not 
notified the WLPOA office, you bill goes to your old 
address and you’ll have no idea of its existence.  We 
know it is hard to remember everyone who should 
be notified when you change your email address, but 
please make a note to include WLPOA among those 
you notify.
If we do not have an email address, your bill will be sent 
via USPS.  This costs us (your dues) time, envelopes, 
paper and postage, so we’d much prefer to send them 
by email.  We would appreciate your notifying us if 
you do have an email address to facilitate your timely 
notification of your annual dues bill.

If we have not received your dues by March 15, whether 
your original notice comes by email or USPS,  we will 
send you a notice by USPS to that effect, thus providing 
an additional cost for the WLPOA and most likely, 
causing your name not to be in the directory.  So, as 
you can see, it is also important to notify WLPOA when 
your postal address changes. 

We certainly appreciate those of you (the majority) 
who have paid their dues on time, as this is our source 
of operating funds for the year (which has already 
begun), and, to be honest, we do our best to include 
all the information we have in the directory, but it 
becomes a chore when information is arriving in “drips 
and drabs” throughout the year.  Besides, by getting 
your dues in by March 15, that still leaves you a whole 
month to do your taxes!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Ronnie by EMAIL (da new buzz word) 
at ronnie@wolflaurelpoa.com, or by phone at 828-689-
9229.

BOY SCOUT FUNDRAISER TROOP #135 
This is a bench that converts to a table.
It is made out of pressure treated lumber.

The seats are 2x8, and the backs/table-top 2x6.
The price is $150.00 for one or 2 for $275.00.

100% proceeds goes to boys attending a 
Boy Scout High Adventure Camp

called Florida Sea Base.  Bench is on display at Pavilion.
To order contact: 

Doug Bushong (Grouse Thicket) 423-956-7759
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4th of July 2016 in  
Wolf Laurel

 
WLPOA & WLCC Present
FIREWORKS ~ FOOD ~ 

 PARADES ~ FUN!

4th of July celebrations on the mountain will start off 
with golf cart and doggie parades at WLCC on Saturday, 
July 2nd.  The theme this year is “The American Dream”, 
with participants dressing in patriotic costumes and 
transforming golf carts in to red, white and blue artistry. 
The judged doggie parade will follow, with the best 
dressed and cutest dog winning an award. Delicious 
Barbeque and sides will be served in the afternoon, 
(call the club to purchase tickets; time and ticket cost 
to be announced later). A Flag Golf Tournament is 
scheduled for Monday, July 4th. Please call the Pro Shop 
to schedule a tee time.

The celebration continues MONDAY evening, July 
4th with activities hosted by WLPOA.  Kids’ activities 
include face tattoos, inflatables to test their climbing 
skills, the Ebbs Chapel fire truck to explore, games and 
great concessions: cotton candy, snow cones popcorn 
and more.   Last, what we all wait for, FIRE WORKS!! 
Bright, loud and smoky, this year’s pyrotechnics display 
promises to be the best ever.

Participants are encouraged to bring picnic baskets, 
flashlights, chairs and blankets. There will be a drop off 
available for all your supplies. FREE HANDICAP parking 
is available upon request, (please reserve parking by 
calling the WLPOA Village Club office at (828) 689-
4089). Tickets will be on sale at the Village Community 
Center, approximately three weeks in advance. All on 
the mountain are welcome with the purchase of a 
ticket. Wristbands will be issued at the time of purchase, 
(please display to gain entrance to the 4th event in the 

Village). Activities 
and concessions 
are completely 
included with the 
purchase price of 
your ticket. 

WLPOA and WLCC 
are committed to 
providing the best 
ever mountain 
celebration of our 
country’s 240th 
Independence Day.

Sponsors for the WLPOA celebration are welcome, 
both from businesses or individuals. All contributions 
are greatly appreciated and go directly towards 
enhancing the 4th of July experience in Wolf Laurel.

In appreciation of our 2015 contributors (below) we 
thank you again for your generosity: 

BUSINESS-2015
Lott & Gaylor, Inc.      
Mountainside Cottages/Mike & Leslie Howard
Suburban Propane      
The Bollinger Group
McCourry Construction, Inc/Exclusive Builders, 
Mountainside Cottages

FAMILY-2015
Cary & Cammie Monroe
Joe & Barby Candler
Bob & Roz Hicks
Jim & Harriett Hill
Jim & Linda Linkenauger
Marc & Lori Macaulay
Tom & Joann Van Hyning
Walter & Jane MacDonnell
Billy & Grace Prescott
Lee & Christi Smith
Debbie Wallace
Ed & Suzie Waller
Roy & Brenda Wilkes
Gary & Joanne Wit

DONATIONS-2015
Ron & Kay Anselmo
Donovan Electric
Karen Gerry
Dick & Lee Moeller
David & Ann Fee
Bill & Becky Cole
Jack & Marcia Gilbert

John & Earlene Shofi
Gary Shorb
Barbara Smith
Fred & Susan Tygart
Dick & Margaret Reeser
Brent & Betsy McCaghren



7

Busy 2015-2016 Winter for  
Wolf Laurel Roads Maintenance 

and Security Crews

WLRMS Employees Continuously  
Repair and Safeguard the Wolf Laurel 

Community Year-Round

(April 15, 2016) WOLF 
LAUREL, N.C. – Some 
Wolf Laurel homeowners 
leave for warmer climes 
in the winter, but the Wolf 
Laurel Roads Maintenance 

and Security staff works year-round to keep the roads 
open and the community safe for the many community 
members who visit and stay in the cooler months.

WLRMS Director of Security Sandy Gwozdo reported 
that 15,029 vehicles passed through the Security Gate 
from November-March, with an additional 517 entering 
the community through the Preserve Gate.  Also during 
that time, the Security Gate received 63 calls from 
residents requesting assistance or reporting incidents.  
Plus, during that time the security patrol reported 58 
incidents, ranging from storm damage to unauthorized 
vehicles, and other issues.  “It takes a real team effort to 
maintain the community year-round,” said Gwozdo.

Keeping Wolf Laurel’s roads safe and passable is nothing 
less than a battle with nature.

“This was a relatively mild winter,” said WLRMS 
Director of Roads Jason Brown. “But that doesn’t mean 
it was easy on our crews, or on the 60 miles of roads 
we have to repair and maintain.”

For the winter of 2015-2016, Brown said there were 20 
snow events that required snowplows.  He estimated 
that the total snowfall in the community over the 
winter was 72 inches.  In addition, there were eight 
wind events with wind speeds of 20-60 mph, resulting 
in 50 trees that had to be removed from roadways.  
Brown’s crews distributed more than 300 tons of the 
rock salt/sand/pea gravel mix used to improve traction 
on the paved roads during snow and ice events. 

The repair above represents the extent to which 
Brown’s crew must repair numerous sites on the 50 
miles of unpaved roads in Wolf Laurel over the winter.  
Repairs must take place when the mountain is relatively 
dry, and the frozen ruts have thawed. 

When conditions are right, the following steps are 
taken on every typical unpaved-road repair: Roll the site 
smooth with a tractor pulling an 8,000-lb. roller; smooth 
the site with the tractor blade; spread the required 
amount of 1.5-inch railroad ballast stone to stabilize 
the area; smooth the area again with the roller; wait for 
the site to dry; spread a top coat of road bond ABCM 
gravel and stone dust; shape and crown the road with 
the tractor blade; roll the site again with the 8,000-lb. 
roller; and hope it dries before the next rainfall.

This work represents a typical rutted, unpaved road 
repair requirement at only one site.  Brown estimates 
that the crew used this same process to repair 
approximately 10 miles of similarly damaged sites on 
Wolf Laurel roadways last winter, and 20 miles of such 
damage in the harsher winter of 2014-2015.  

(Continued on page 9)
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Bobby Hicks, M.E., 
Broker/Realtor #275326
828-333-3505 direct line

Hicks
REAL ESTATE GROUP

High level negotiations, getting the best deal for you whether you are buying or selling.

•  Full Time Resident of Wolf Laurel
•  Holds a Masters Degree in Business
•  Formerly a Commercial Banking Officer in Asheville 

•  Representing Buyers and Sellers on Residential, 
     Land, and Commercial real estate transactions.
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Unfortunately, sometimes repairs call for far more 
expertise, resources and expense.

“A powerful rainstorm hit us last fall,” said Brown.  
“Whenever we get that kind of event, we immediately 
inspect every road in Wolf Laurel for damage.”  That 
process takes about two hours for one person, so 
Brown said that four RMS staffers can complete the 
inspection in about 30 minutes.

What the inspection crew saw on Zebulon Lane the 
morning after the storm was shocking.  A big portion 
of Zebulon Lane had washed down the mountain.

“When we saw the damage that morning, we knew we 
were in for a big repair,” said Brown.  “But we have the 
crew and equipment to do the job.  This is exactly why 
we immediately inspect the roads after every major 
weather event.”  

Cleaning up the Zebulon Lane damage site and 
restoring the road required 150 dump trucks of fill 
dirt, ten dump truck loads of retaining-wall boulders, 
four loads of gravel and 160 feet of 30-inch drainage 

pipe.  The repair took Brown’s crew about two weeks 
to finish.  “Zebulon Lane’s landslide was one of eight 
repair sites we had to address from that one storm,” 
said Brown. 

Brown said that the Wolf Laurel road system is now 
ready to go for the summer.  With the winter repairs 
done, the crew has cleaned the drainage ditches of 
debris and vegetation.  The crew has also repaired, 
scraped, crowned and packed down the unpaved 
roads, and will add gravel to the roadways as required.  
The RMS crew will soon focus on grounds and 
equipment maintenance repair, and monitoring and 
repairing drainage issues before getting ready for next 
winter.  

“Our community, and its roads, have to be safe and 
passable year-round for our residents, weekenders and 
guests,” said Charles Potts, WLRMS Board Member 
and Chairman of the Road Maintenance, Equipment 
Purchase & Repair Committee.  “Of course all of 
us together are responsible for road safety and 
community security.  But we’re very fortunate to have 
such a hard-working, vigilant and versatile RMS staff 
focused on safeguarding our community year-round.”

*** 
 

Wolf Laurel RMS Mission Statement

The Wolf Laurel Road Maintenance and Security Homeowner’s 
Association is responsible for safeguarding and improving the roads, 
security, safety, infrastructure, neighborhood architectural standards, 
natural resources and quality of life of its property owners. WLRMS 
Officers, Board and Committee Members, and Staff, accept this 
responsibility, and pledge to continue to discharge their duties for the 
Wolf Laurel community with a robust and renewed commitment to 
integrity, fiscal responsibility and transparency.
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 Two Workers Stand in the Middle of Zebulon Lane, Post-Storm 
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The WLRMS Crew Immediately Began the Reconstruction of Zebulon Lane 

The Zebulon Lane Site Today, Roadworthy and Almost Finished 
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Tai Chi
Fred Buck

Happy Spring to Everyone!!! Another year rolls around!  
I can hardly believe it, but this my eleventh year teaching 
T’ai Chi for Wolf Laurel Amenities.  My goodness, how 
time flies when you’re having fun!!! And what fun we’ve 
had!!!

Thanks to Cindy Tucker, and all the folks at Amenities 
for having me back again, and for all their help 
throughout the season!  It’s always a pleasure to work 
with them, and I’m looking forward to a wonderful 
season ahead!!!

Of course,  I am looking forward to seeing all my 
regular students….some of whom have been practicing 
with me for many years (maybe all eleven),  and I also 
hope to see lots of new students as well.  Come on 
down!!!  We’d love to have you join us!!!

And now, a few words about T’ai Chi and the class:

T’ai Chi means supreme, or ultimate, and what we 
practice is T’ai Chi Ch’uan…..which means “supreme 
or ultimate fist”.  This points to the martial arts aspect 
of T’ai Chi.  Usually when we say T’ai Chi, we actually 
mean…T’ai Chi Chuan.  According to WikiPedia, there 
are three main reasons people practice T’ai Chi today: 
either for improving one’s health and well being, for 
practicing meditation, or for improving one’s skills in 
martial arts.  I would say that most of my students are 
practicing T’ai Chi to improve their overall health.

The health benefits of T’ai Chi are continually being 
studied by scientists all over the world to get a better 
handle on why it does what it does.  So far the results 
are very positive as far as improving health. Scientists 
have found that practicing T’ai Chi improves overall 
health by reducing stress, reducing blood pressure, 
improving balance, strengthening muscles and bones, 
and managing pain.  If we were to speak in terms 
of Chinese medicine, we would say that the body is 
brought into a state of harmony and health because T’ai 
Chi increases the flow of the vital “Chi” energy though 
out the body, and indeed though out the whole person, 
body, mind, emotional self, and spirit in a balanced way.

We also meditate during our practice, and this also 
helps improve ones overall wellness.  We do a short 

meditation after both Qigong and T’ai Chi, and 
sometimes during Yoga if we feel so inclined.  When 
we meditate in T’ai Chi we just try to be present at 
the present moment, and appreciate the natural world.  
When we meditate in Yoga, its a bit different, we try to 
become less aware of our surroundings.  If your passing 
by, you might here us chanting the ancient word “Om”, 
don’t be disturbed, we’re just doing our meditation.

In our class, we practice three separate disciplines.  We 
generally start with about 20 minutes of Qigong to 
really get the energy moving, then we then do about 
30 minutes of yoga (sometimes standing, sometimes on 
the floor), and we finish up with about 10 minutes of 
traditional T’ai Chi Ch’uan, during which we fight with 
an imaginary opponent.

We practice deep rhythmic breathing throughout.  
Some folks, who are not able to stand for long periods 
of time, do their practice while sitting and that is 
fine.  The main rule we follow in our class is….”Don’t 
hurt yourself”.  If you need to bend your knees while 
stretching…no problem at all.  Just be careful not to 
overdo.

Our goal in T’ai Chi is to reach and maintain a state of 
balanced well being, and radiant health.

Please come and join us.  We meet on Monday and 
Thursday from 10am - 11am.  Be sure and dress in 
something that stretches and is comfortable.  Lastly, 
bring a mat for yoga.

Hope to see you there!!!
Namaste
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Flooded Home? Mold? Storm Damage ? 

 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

Structural drying and full service structural repairs 

Mold Remediation Certified 

"Restoring your Tomorrow, Today" 
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Village Club Dining Out  
With Friends 2016

Amelia and Gene Wolf

Members of the Village Club are invited to join us for 
this year’s Dining Out With Friends to meet new friends 
and reunite with old ones.

June 2, Thursday Dinner, 6:00 pm. The Fireside 
Restaurant at 287 Weaverville Highway, South of 
Weaverville. Join us for an all-you-can eat  BBQ dinner: 
pulled pork, ribs, smoked turkey, smoked sausage, and all 
the usual sides. Head count needed.

July 9, Saturday dinner, 6:30 pm. The Farmer’s 
Daughter, Chuckey, Tennessee. Enjoy the ride through 
the beautiful countryside. Our annual visit to this 
Southern country restaurant.  Meats, fish, and fresh 
from the farm veggies. All you can eat. Bring check or 
cash, no credit cards. Shop next door at the Mennonite 
store for cheeses, pastries, meats, specialty food.  Head 
count needed for reservation.

July 28, Thursday Lunch, 1:00 pm. Blue Mountain 
Pizza at 55 N. Main Street, Weaverville. Pizza and 
Italian.” 

August 4, Thursday Lunch, 1:00 pm. The Corner 
Kitchen at 3 Boston Way (All Soul’s Crescent), 
Biltmore Village, Asheville. We’ll have a private room, so 
call us ahead to be counted.

September 8, Thursday Dinner, 6:00 pm. Chiesa, 
152 Montford Ave., Asheville. Neighborhood-style 
Italian. Count needed for reservations.

Call Gene Woolf (208-3949) or Amelia (216-9593) to 
sign up. Meet at the restaurants or carpool from the 
parking lot at the Village Barn.
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Office (828) 626-3307  •  Cell (828) 768-3307

 

KIDS CAMP OPPORTUNITIES ON THE MOUNTAIN 2016 

 
Wolf Laurel Stables Horse Camp 

June 27 – July 1, 2016 
10am – 2:30pm 

Ages 5 – 18; $285 per camper 
Register by June 20  

Contact David Payne:  828-682-9370 or 828-380-9222 
 

 
Village Club Wolf Cub Kids Camp 

July 11 – 15, 2016 
9am-3pm 

Ages 5-10; $250 per camper 
Register by June 1 

Contact Cindy Tucker:  828-689-4089 or cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com 
 

 
Big Bald Mountain Vacation Bird School 

July 11 – 15, 2016 
8:30am – 4pm 

Rising 5th – 7th Graders; $250 per camper 
Contact Southern Appalachian Raptor Research (SARR):   bigbaldbanding.org  
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Wolf Laurel Stables 
Discount for Village Club Members! 

Wolf Laurel 
Stables has always 
been a beautiful, 
relaxing place to 
be.  Stables owner, 
David Payne has 
been welcoming 
riders and 
enthusiasts for at 

least 13 years.  David & his guides are very friendly and 
highly skilled.  You’ll feel right at home with them.  This 
season, David has made a generous offer for Village Club 
Members – a 10% discount on the first hour of your 
ride!   
 
We are very grateful for this offer.  Here’s how to take 
advantage of this discount:
 
Make sure your Village Club Membership is up-to-date 
this year!
 
Make your reservation with the Stables (828-678-9370) 
at least 1 to 2 days in advance and provide your credit 
card information to secure your reservation.  Always 
remember to contact the Stables at least one day prior 
to your ride if you decide to change or cancel your 
reservation for some reason – otherwise your card will 
be charged.
 

Village Club Members should present their red 
membership tags upon arrival at the Stables (this 
discount applies to Village Club members and their 
visiting non-paying Guests only).
 
Stables personnel will verify your membership using a 
printed list that is updated at least weekly. 

Any questions regarding membership will be reviewed 
by the Village Club Director.
 
Many thanks to David for this great offer! Please 
contact cindy@wolflaurelpoa.com if you have any 
questions.  And, don’t forget – Wolf Laurel Stables 
offers a wonderful Horse Camp for kids every summer.  
Contact the Stables or visit their website:  
www.horsebackridingnc.com for more information.
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Flying Flowers of Spring:  
Birds on the Bald

Melanie and Ahrianna Keef

Spring has arrived, 
color is returning 
to the mountains, 
and flowers are 
blooming. Birds in 
their spring mating 
plumage resemble 
bright blossoms 
flying through the 

sky and perching in the trees and bushes. If you hike 
Little Bald Mountain, you might come upon mist nets 
and owl nest boxes. At the top of Little Bald, wildlife 
experts, volunteers, and enthusiastic school children 
are often busy monitoring birds. The scientists and 
volunteers are working for Southern Appalachian 
Raptor Research (SARR) under the direction of Mark 
Hopey, a federal licensed and state permitted bird 
bander. SARR is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to the conservation and protection of birds 
of all types in the southern Appalachians. The operation 
is more one of cheerful bird conservation rather than 
silent bird watching.

SONGBIRDS
From May to August, 
SARR operates a 
MAPS (Monitoring 
Avian Productivity 
and Survivorship) 
station on top 
of Little Bald to 
monitor breeding 
birds. MAPS samples are conducted once every ten 
days during late spring and summer.  The birds are 
netted, measured, banded, and released unharmed. The 
collected data is carefully recorded and submitted to 
the MAPS program, an international effort coordinated 
by The Institute for Bird Populations with over 500 
stations throughout North, Central, and South America. 
The massive database is used to monitor the population 
health trends of bird species.

In autumn, SARR operates the Big Bald Bird Migration 
Project which was initiated in 1978 by Dr. George 
Mayfield and his wife Cleo, long-time Wolf Laurel 
residents. Their passion for birds helped to establish 
the Big Bald Banding Station (BBBS), a volunteer-staffed 
project which gathers data valuable for identifying 
trends in bird population health and serves as an 
environmental education resource for area students of 
all ages. In 2015, 3200 songbirds and 100 raptors were 
banded at BBBS, and SARR connected with more than 
500 preschool to university-aged students through 
hands-on bird education 
programs.

NORTHERN SAW-
WHET OWLS
As night falls on the 
mountains, the Northern 
Saw-Whet Owls (NSWO) 
awaken. NSWO are tiny 
owls -- approximately the 
same size as an American 
Robin.  The owls have 
oversized, cat-like heads 
with large yellow eyes and 
prey on mice and other small mammals. The Northern 
Saw-Whet Owl is listed as a threatened species in 
North Carolina and Tennessee and is an uncommon 
encounter in the hardwood habitat of Big Bald. SARR 
uses radio-telemetry, playback surveys, and banding to 
monitor and track NSWO.  During the last decade, 
SARR has placed over 40 nest boxes throughout the Big 
Bald habitat. A highlight of 2015 was the first successful 
NSWO nesting attempt in one of the boxes at Big Bald.

PEREGRINES, KESTRELS,  AND 
BARN OWLS
SARR also works with the NC Wildlife Resources 
Commission (NCWRC) to monitor Peregrine Falcons, 
American Kestrels, and Barn Owls in NC.  SARR assists 
with the Kestrel and Barn Owl monitoring programs on 
Sandy Mush Game Lands in Buncombe Co. and travels 
throughout western NC to document Peregrine nesting 
attempts.  In 2015, SARR partnered with NCWRC 
to band Peregrine Falcon eyasses (young, unfledged 
hawks) at an urban nest site on top of a skyscraper in 
downtown Charlotte.

(Continued on next page)
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VACATION BIRD SCHOOL 

For the sixth year, SARR will offer Vacation Bird School 
(VBS), July 11-15, 2016, a five-day bird study experience 
for rising 5th through 7th grade students. Participating 
students will take part in daily expeditions into the 
Big Bald habitat via the Appalachian Trail to explore 
the natural history and habitat of bird communities. 
Activities will include journaling, nest searching, 
bird banding and data collection techniques to help 
observe and understand the ecology and birds in the 
Southern Appalachians.  Please see the SARR website 
(bigbaldbanding.org/vbs) for registration details. 

Enjoy the bright colors of the flowers and the birds on 
the high mountains of Wolf Laurel. Please check our 
calendar (bigbaldbanding.org/calendar) and come visit 

SARR at our banding station on top of Little Bald.  All 
are welcome!

Meet Your Neighbors
When Mel and Joyce Poole were looking at vacation 
homes, they knew they’d found their community the 
moment they drove through the Wolf Laurel Security 
Gate.  The Pooles, who live in the Charlotte, N.C., 
suburb of Mooresville, bought their home on Unakite 
Lane in 2012. 

“Proximity was very important for us,” said Joyce.  “We 
both work more than full-time, so having a nearby 
weekend retreat was a priority.  The people and the 

amenities of the community, and the fact that it’s only 
about 2 ½-hours away, make it perfect for us.”
Joyce is a native of the Pittsburgh area.  She graduated 
from West Virginia University with a BS degree in 
Journalism and a minor in Marketing.  After WVU, Joyce 
launched a 16-year career in the hotel industry where 
she held Director-level positions at properties in Florida 
and California.  The tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, 
compelled Joyce to leave her position as Director of 
Public Relations for the Four Seasons Hotel in Beverly 
Hills for a move to the Charlotte area, to be closer to 
family.

In Charlotte, Joyce owned a marketing and public 
relations firm, working with hospitality, special events 
and medical clients.  In 2007, she became a Realtor, and 
still holds her North Carolina real estate license.  Joyce 
combined her marketing and real estate expertise 
in 2011 when she joined a leading big-data firm to 
manage national real estate marketing relationships for 
one of the firm’s clients, Lowe’s Home Improvement, 
Inc.  Lowe’s recruited Joyce in 2014 to serve as the 
company’s Consumer Marketing Manager.  Working 
out of the company’s national HQ in Mooresville, 
she manages a multi-million dollar marketing budget 
that leverages consumer, commercial and cultural 
information to improve and optimize the company’s 
relationships with its customers.  Joyce served several 
years on the Board of Directors of the British American 
Business Council.     (Continued on page 18) 
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4 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 2,876 SQFT | $625,000 
Custom-built new home with completion in May 2016. Year-
round long range panoramic views to South/Southeast from 
4500' elevation.  Impressive 3 level home with master suite on 
main, 2nd master suite on lower level, wine cellar, and additional 
rooms easy to finish (possible 5 bedroom, 5 bath home).  A must 
see!!  NCMMLS#: 3168913  (New photos coming soon!)  

Contact Troy Flack: 
828-275-7275 | troyflack@kw.com 
www.troyflackgroup.com 

161 MOUNTAINSIDE TRAIL 
MARS HILL, NC 28754
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Mel, a native of Thomasville, Ga., grew up in Atlanta.  
He graduated from Georgia State University with a 
BS degree in Journalism and a minor in Marketing.  
Pursuing his interest in motorsports, Mel landed his 
first professional position as Director of Publicity 
at Charlotte Motor Speedway.  Following that, he 
became Communications Director for CART and 
the PPG IndyCar World Series, working as the senior 
communications official and spokesman for IndyCar 
racing.  Following that, he became a partner in the 
largest motorsports marketing agency in the United 
States, serving the top teams and sponsors in NASCAR, 
CART/IndyCar, NHRA and SCCA Pro racing.  A 
highlight was managing PR for Mercedes-Benz’s 1994 
historic, victorious return to the Indianapolis 500.   

Mel founded his marketing firm, SponsorLogic Inc., in 
1997.  The firm serves some of the biggest trade and 
professional associations, sports sanctioning bodies, 
business-to-business sponsors and tradeshows in the 
US.  Current and former clients include several large 
national construction trade associations, plus the LPGA, 
USA Luge, USA Bobsled & Skeleton Federation, Verizon, 
Dale Earnhardt Inc., Valvoline, Ingersoll Rand, Club 
Car and others.  Mel has delivered keynote addresses 
at national gatherings of the PGA Tour Tournament 
Directors Association, the LPGA, the Club Managers 
Association of America and other events.  He wrote a 
marketing column for SportsBusiness Journal for more 
than a decade, and served 12 years on the Board of 
Directors of USA Luge, the governing body for the 
Olympic sport of luge.

The Pooles are golf members of Wolf Laurel Country 
Club and the Wolf Laurel POA Village Club.  They enjoy 
the casual, friendly atmosphere on the mountain.  They 
also enjoy hiking, good conversation, food, mountain 
culture, wildlife and sitting on the deck with glasses of 
wine and their two collies, enjoying the breathtaking 
Wolf Laurel views.  Mel and Joyce have been married 11 
years.
 

The Pooles found Wolf Laurel almost by accident.

They had been looking at mountain vacation homes in 
North Carolina.  Before making a final commitment to 
a home in Lake Lure, Mel hit Google one more time 
-- and Wolf Laurel popped up.  “Unfortunately, Wolf 
Laurel had been all but invisible to our online mountain 
property searches,” said Mel.

The couple believes that Wolf Laurel is a lovely 
and unique place with a bright future, but like all 
communities, it faces challenges. 

“Last year’s WLRMS elections exposed a malcontented 
minority that is working against our community’s quality 
of life and property values,” said Joyce.  “We’re glad that 
the responsible stakeholders stood up to prove that 
they understand that it’s our collective and never-ending 
responsibility to protect and enhance Wolf Laurel.”
 
“Another challenge that we face as a community is the 
attitude that Wolf Laurel somehow disappears for six 
months a year, when nothing could be further from 
the truth,” said Mel.  “Full-time residents, weekenders 
like us, sunbirds who leave for the winter, lot owners 
and visitors all have important voices that should be 
heard, and interacted with, year-round.  We believe that 
listening to all of the community’s voices is the path 
to continuously improving our community’s culture, 
cultivating great leadership, growing our stakeholder 
base and safeguarding our property values.”
+++
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SAVE THESE DATES!
HOSPICE Spring Plant Sale

Saturday, May 28 from 9 a.m. - Noon
Hanging Baskets, Perennials, Annuals, Herbs, Vegetable Plants & More!

Wolf Laurel Country Club
Contact:  Barby McQueen – 680-9892 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
Monday, May 30, 11 a.m. at Wolf Laurel Country Club

 
This event, organized by Colonel and Mrs. John Ionoff,
has become a well-attended Wolf Laurel tradition, and
provides the opportunity for those recently returned

to the mountain to get together!

* * * * * * * * * * 

HOSPICE FUN ON THE MOUNTAIN
Friday & Saturday, July 15-16

As the Wolf Laurel Community,  let’s continue our 
fantastic support of HOSPICE!  Hot Springs Health relies on 

us to provide the margin of excellence in the services they offer!
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YARD WORK  •  WEEDEATING    
FIREWOOD  •  LEAF BLOWING    
CARE TAKING  •  WINTERIZING

JAMIE MCCURRY

FREE ESTIMATES

828-208-5777
jmccurry@ccvn.com

EBBS CHAPEL  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

 Larry Smith

The Ebbs Chapel Performing Arts Center is 
looking forward to another busy season providing 
entertainment and activity for the Upper Laurel 
Community.  We have already booked five concerts, 
two festivals and a school reunion for the summer.  Last 
summer was our first full season since reopening.  We 
experienced a successful season with several sold out 
performances.  This season promises to be even better.
 
Taking a bit of a risk with an early season performance 
will be a returning star, the Voice of Legends, Terry 
Turner.  He is opening the season on Saturday May 26, 
at 7:00 PM.  Tickets will be $15.  
 
On the last Sunday of each summer month, the Madison 
County Arts Council schedules a Sunday afternoon 
performance beginning at 4:00pm.  The series will kick 
off on June 26 with Kate Campbell, noted storyteller 
and songwriter.  Tickets for this performance are $15.  
On July 31, the second in the series will feature David 
Holt and Josh Goforth.  Tickets for this performance 
will be $20.  It is highly recommended that tickets 
be pre-purchased through the Madison County Arts 
Council as the July and August concerts will play to a 
full house.  The final concert in this series will be on 
August 28 and will feature the Kruger Brothers.  Tickets 
for this performance will be $30.  Last season for this 

concert we had to place chairs at the front of the 
auditorium to accommodate a SRO crowd.  See the 
accompanying article with photos and more details.

The Barn Alliance of Madison County has booked the 
theater for a program on Sunday August 7 at 3:00 PM 
featuring Brian Garl and Liz Ailello.  Proceeds from this 
event will go to support the historical documentation of 
Madison County barns.

Returning also this year will be the two festivals 
observed each year at Ebbs Chapel.  In August, the 
Upper Laurel Community Organization will hold the 
Blackberry Festival.  Proceeds from this event will 
support the renovation efforts on the school.  In 
September, the Bright Hope Laurel United Methodist 
Church will sponsor the Apple Butter Festival to 
support local charities.  Each of these festivals feature 
breakfast, lunch, live music, craft sales, children’s 
activities, blackberry jam, and/or apple butter (made 
over an open fire), and a GIANT RUMMAGE SALE.  

New this year will be the first on site reunion for 
the students who attended the Ebbs Chapel School.  
The school was closed and consolidated in the early 
70’s.  It immediately fell into a state of disrepair.  Now 
the restoration is at a point that the community can 
once again begin to show pride in the community’s 
accomplishments.  As the potential of the facility is 
revealed, we hope for even greater participation.
 
The Ebbs Chapel facility also plays host to a number of 
other community events.  Four days a week, the meal 
site serves as a senior center.  During elections, it is 
a voting site.  During the fall, each Saturday there is a 
turkey shoot to raise money to supply firewood to the 
elderly. Once a month there is a food pantry to supply 
needy families in the area.  In December, a Christmas 
dinner and gifts are provided for the area first 
responders in our community including the firefighters, 
EMT’s, and deputies along with their families.  All of 
these activities are made possible by the Upper Laurel 
Community Organization with your assistance and 
continued support.
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“SUNDAY SET-INS”  
Concert Series 2016 

 Ebbs Chapel Performing Arts Center

The Madison County Arts Council is delighted to 
announce its 2016 Sunday Set-In series at the Ebbs 
Chapel Performing Arts Center.  “We are looking 
forward to another great series of music in the 
restored auditorium in the Upper Laurel Community of 
Madison County,” remarked Laura Boosinger, Executive 
Director of the Madison County Arts Council.  “Last 
year’s shows were a great success and most of them 
were sell-outs.”

Once again the 
summer series 
features top notch 
talent from across 
the nation.  Nashville 
based singer 
songwriter, Kate 
Campbell, will open 
the series with her 
songwriting drenched 
in everything 

Southern. Kate is the kind of artist who steps to the 
beat of a different drummer. Over the course of 20+ 
years (since her award-winning debut album Songs from 
the Levee) she has resisted the temptation to follow 
musical trends but instead chooses to set the pace for 
her unique musical journey. This distinction is palpable 
in her latest release, The K.O.A. Tapes (Vol. 1), in which 
many of the basic tracks were recorded in her living 
room on her iPhone, including the revered Southern 
rock anthem “Freebird.” 
 
 “In a nutshell, Campbell is a major talent. She manages 
to juxtapose tales of the frustrations of rural Americana 
with her personal experiences, as well as dealing with 
more touchy topics such as domestic violence (“Signs 
Following”). She does this with incredible precision 
and poignancy and without ever sounding pretentious. 
Simplicity, sincerity and sophistication run rampant 
here.”  The Boston Globe

Since the late 1960’s David Holt has been traveling 
Appalachia in search of traditional music from local 
masters.  The road turned many times to Madison 
County where the likes of Dellie Norton, Cas Wallin, 

Morris Norton and Byard Ray all became mentors to 
him on his musical journey.  Even though his musical 
path began with visits to elders, his latest collaboration 
is with a young Madison County performer, Josh 
Goforth.  Josh is descended from many of the old-
timers David learned from on Lonesome Mountain.  
For David, combining forces with Josh is making a full 
circle. Says Holt, “Josh is one of the finest musicians in 
North Carolina and is helping bring the music that is his 
birthright into the 21st century.  Our show is about folk 
traditions that are exploding with creative energy and 
fun.” 

Rounding out the series will be The Kruger Brothers.  
Born and raised in Switzerland, The Kruger Brothers 
moved to Wilkesboro, NC at the foot of the brushy 
mountains in 2002.  In Wilkes County they found a 
community of music lovers and they found home.  Since 
their formal introduction to American audiences in 
1997, The 
Kruger 
Brothers’ 
remarkable 
discipline, 
creativity and 
their ability 
to infuse 
classical 
music into 
folk music 
has resulted in a unique sound that has made them a 
fixture within the world of acoustic music. The honesty 
of their writing has since become a hallmark of the 
trio’s work.  In their ever-expanding body of work – 
Jens Kruger (banjo and vocals), Uwe Kruger (guitar and 
lead vocals), and Joel Landsberg (bass and vocals) – The 
Kruger Brothers personify the spirit of exploration and 
(Continued on next page)
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innovation that forms the core of the American musical tradition. Their 
original music is crafted around their discerning taste, and the result is 
unpretentious, cultivated, and delightfully fresh.  “The Kruger Brothers 
are always a delight and the never fail to inspire!” remarked Boosinger.  
“We know this concert will sell-out.”

Tickets for the series can be purchased from the Madison County 
Arts Council by calling (828)649-1301 or by visiting www.
MadisonCountyArts.com.  Individual show tickets may be purchased as 
well as a season pass for all three concerts at the discounted price of 
$60 until June 15.  

What:  Musical Concert Series
Where:  Ebbs Chapel Auditorium
When:  SUNDAYS,  June 26th, July 31st, August 28th
Who: June - Kate Campbell $15 + NC sales tax
 July - David Holt & Josh Goforth $20 + NC sales tax
 August - The Kruger Brothers $30 plus NC sales tax 
      ($35 at the door)

Authorized Dealer

See us on Angie’s 
list Angie’s List Super 
Service Awards 2007-2015

828-775-VOLT cell
(8658)

donovanelectric30@gmail.com
480 El Miner Dr  Mars Hill, NC 28754

    Electrical Problem Specialist
    Kitchen and Bath Remodel
    Additions
    Service Upgrades
    Recessed Lighting
    CATV  Phone Jacks
    Hot Tubs
    Whole House Generators
    Surge Protection
    Security Lighting
    Low Voltage Lighting

    Year Round Wolf Laurel Resident     Licensed / Insured NC 21439-L 
    No trip charge for W.L. Residents 
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RESTAURANT RAMBLINGS: 
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Gwynne Beneke

Spring has not sprung on the mountain as of mid-April, 
but redbud, dogwood and plum are in full bloom in 
Asheville. The Biltmore Gardens are drawing their usual 
crowds, downtown is bustling, and the contrast to the 
quiet in Wolf Laurel is striking. We have been drawn 
to small neighborhood eateries in the past few weeks 
– a good compromise to the growing tourist traffic at 
many of our favorite downtown and Biltmore Village 
restaurants. 

Last summer a new restaurant opened in the Montford 
neighborhood. We love this old established area of 
residences. Victorian, art deco, turn of the century 
family homes on large wooded lots remind one of a 
slower pace for Asheville in years past. Chiesa (church 
in Italian) nestles quietly at the corner of Montford 
Avenue and Chestnut Street in an old frame, starkly 
simple chapel. Now painted a dark barn red, the 
building almost disappears into its quiet surroundings. 
This homey Italian eatery was established by a couple 
who moved to Asheville from Baltimore, MD two years 
ago. Leaving the urban chaos of that city for the relative 
peace of Asheville, Robert and Melissa Willingham, 
seasoned restauranteurs, took their time finding just 
the right venue for their new venture. Seating a modest 
65, Chiesa never feels hurried; the 
noise level is diffused by the high 
ceiling, a chalkboard announces the 
specials, and a TV above the small bar 
plays black and white movies from 
the 50’s. There is no canned music 
to interfere with conversation. The 
ambiance is relaxed; banquettes line 
the walls and the professional wait-
staff is efficient and truly friendly. 
(After just one meal owner Robert, 
who greets all the guests, and I are 
on hugging terms!) 

Melissa has incorporated many of her 
Italian family’s recipes into the menu; 
all the pasta is made in Chiesa’s 
kitchen. The wine list is extensive 
and could provide an evening’s 
conversation by itself: a map of Italy 

with wine 
selections keyed 
to specific 
geographical 
regions – one 
page for reds, 
one for whites 
– engages 
one’s interest 
immediately. The 
menu is also 
extensive for 
this relatively 
small restaurant. 
The first time 
we ate here I chose one of the specials, carbonara with 
orrichetti (“little ears” pasta.) John chose another of 
the specials, ahi tuna (grilled and rare) with a vegetable 
side. We shared a savory shrimp with arugula appetizer. 
Portions are generous; I relished the carbonara at lunch 
the next day! A light refreshing lemon marscopone 
sponge, shared with our second glass of soave, a special 
wine from the chalkboard, and we reluctantly bade 
Robert farewell with another hug! WE’LL BE BACK! 
One week later we returned with two friends from the 
mountain. 

Robert greeted us again, and of course the staff took 
beautiful care of us. I ordered the chicken Marsala 
(Continued on next page)
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with fettucini. Fragrant pieces of tender chicken, 
mushrooms, in an almost delicately flavored sauce, 
redolent of the Marsala. (Again I savored this lovely 
dish the next day – the portion shared with John.) One 
friend ordered sausage with peppers; the other took 
John’s recommendation and ordered the tuna. John had 
a shrimp and white wine sauce with angel hair pasta. 
For dessert we four shared a generous apple, pear, 
and blueberry bread pudding with vanilla gelato. The 
pudding warm, the gelato melting into crevices. The 
soave, a chianti, beer, and prosecco for me, accompanied 
our meals. All dishes were returned to the kitchen 
empty, glasses as well, and we lingered in conversation 
over the dessert and beverage for a generous hour. 
Unhurried, we left in good spirits and with another hug 
from Robert! Chiesa is building a dedicated clientele of 
regulars. We now count ourselves as part of the familia. 
Do make reservations on Open Table and when you 
arrive tell Robert the Benekes’ sent you!

We are ardent fans of sushi. Zen Sushi at 640 Merrimon 
Avenue is another neighborhood establishment. In an 
older strip mall on the second floor, Zen Sushi has its 
regulars also. We stopped in for lunch and sat at the 
sushi bar. This is not in any way an upscale restaurant; 
it is definitely a neighborhood, laid-back, slightly but 
comfortably rundown (but not seedy) eatery. The 
sushi is very fresh, made to order of course, skillfully 
assembled by two chefs. We ordered the Zen Sushi 
lunch special, which consisted of a large California roll 
and two each of salmon, tuna, and shark rolls. The prices 
are extremely reasonable for the quality, compared to 
similar area restaurants. Another customer at the bar 
had what looked like a large portion of tempura with 
his saki. The aroma of the tempura? Next visit I’ll order 
whatever he was having!

Another neighborhood pub in the works is a 
reestablishment of the King James Pub on Charlotte 
Street, next door to the Chop Shop butchery. The 
owners of the Chop Shop are remodeling the venue 
and are planning on a mid May opening. If you go to 
their website, you will be apprised of their progress. I 
look forward to the announcement of the menu, since 
we are always impressed by the local quality and variety 
of this unique butcher shop. They are expanding their 
offerings to include fresh seafood soon. Did you know 
that they have a different menu of take-out for each 
day? Open seven days a week.

We look forward to seeing you soon on the mountain. 
If you have discovered eateries in the area not 
mentioned in our column, please let us know1
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Guard your investments.
WealthGuard can track, monitor, and help protect all of your 
investments, all in one place. WealthGuard works with all of the 
accounts you already have so there’s really no cost or obligation.  
We’re just passionate about helping investors in our community 
do the best they can and don’t want anyone to invest without 
WealthGuarding their money.

For more information, please call Ed Osborne, CFP 
at Retirement Wealth Advisors  

O  (828) 380-2694     C (941) 456-9667

OF GOSSIP, GRUDGES,  
SCANDAL AND RUMOR

Gene Woolf

No, not in our library, thank goodness!
But unfortunately, present to some degree in almost 
any community, and the bedrock of many a thrilling or 
chilling mystery.  Gossip and rumor, it is said, are the 
mating of utterly unproven but delicious information 
about someone you cannot stand.  Grudges usually have 
long history. Scandal is when the gossip proves true.  
One could perhaps understand when scandal could lead 
to murder or murder done to hide the scandal. But 
gossip and rumor, ignited by grudges, especially in small 
communities, can also lead to horror. 
   
Two books I have recently read, both outstanding 
and the best two I read last year, really explore these 
themes. You come to identify with the characters in 
each, and cringe when they cannot see reality and buy in 
to old grudges, stereotypes, and yes, rumor and gossip. 
You want to yell at them across the pages of the book 
to "wise up", use logic, and be forgiving.  They often can't 
until too late.

The first is "Ordinary Grace" by William Kent Krueger, 
which won the Edgar for best mystery in 2013. (Krueger 
is a native of St. Paul, and is known for an earlier series 
set in the Minnesota Northwoods featuring Ojibwa 
Indians and Anglos in conflict and squabble).  But 
"Ordinary Grace" is set in the thinly disguised small 
city of New Ulm.  The tale is told through the eyes 
of a 13 year old, starts with a young boy killed on a 
railroad bridge, has another death, possibly a murder, 
of an aspiring young artist, and enough red herrings to 
fill a fish pond, as the townspeople assume guilt based 
on family feuds, racial stereotypes, and yes, grudges, 
gossip, rumor and scandal.  A thread running through a 
community's turmoil is often emotional pain. Who has 
been hurt or devastated by all this? Who is desperately 
hiding what? I will not be giving away the plot to say that 
I guessed the killer's identity about half way through the 
book. Get it, read it, and I will tell you how. Marvelous 
book, highly recommended, both sad and uplifting at the 
same time.
 
The next book I will mention, is very different, but 
thematically the same. It is "Little Black Lies" by Sharon 
(Continued on page 27)
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Bolton.  This story is set in the far off Falkland Islands. 
It is an alternating tale, told in turn by the three main 
characters. Two women are best friends from childhood, 
until the children of one are a killed in a car accident, 
the car driven by the other.  The grieving mother cannot 
forgive, indeed wishes her once friend dead.  Then on 
separate occasions two more boys are found murdered. 
On an Island whose total population is 5,000, the 
effect on the people is of course profound. Doors now 
locked, people not speaking. Grudges, gossip, and rumor 
rampant.

The third character is a retired British Army Man who 
stayed on after the Falklands War and has recurring 
battlefield nightmares. He is in love with the grieving 
mother. How red a herring can you get?
 
The grieving mother is a wildlife biologist, and through 
her eyes we tour the Falklands, the land, the climate, 
and whales, in addition to the main plot. Very fascinating. 
 

The ending of this book is a total shock. I cannot recall 
a book where the last three pages were so dramatic, so 
utterly unexpected, yet believable. 
 
British author Bolton has written several previous 
bloodcurdling police procedurals under the name S.J. 
Bolton, one on a modern day Jack The Ripper. "Little 
Black Lies" was a 5-star review all over the place, and 
listed for several British mystery awards. 
LIBRARY NEWS:
  
We welcome the new season and hope that you 
will enjoy the library, with many new books arriving. 
Please let us know if you have special interests or 
recommendations. The Barn now has K-Cup coffee, nice 
easy chairs to rest and read in, so come on in and enjoy 
the ambiance.
  
We hope to acquire additional space for the library. 
More information will follow in a future post. In the 
meanwhile, good reading, all.

Introducing a new feature series for children for the 
next four editions…

BILLY BEAGLE AND  
THE VIRTUAL RABBIT

Gene Woolf

Billy Beagle lived in a little house in the woods with his 
humans, Joe and Suzie. It was a very pretty house, with 
a big green yard to play in. Rabbits lived in the yard, and 
squirrels lived in the trees nearby.
 
One day it was raining outside, so Billy Beagle was 
curled up on his sofa, watching Joe do things on his 
computer.  When it was raining, Billy did not like to get 
wet.  He liked to stay inside and be warm.
 
"Look, Billy, I have a new lap top," said Joe. It was a black 
box. It had pretty pictures all across the front, and the 
pictures were moving. 

"Look, Billy, here is a rabbit running across a yard". 
 
Billy rose up on his front paws, and leaned forward so 

he could see. Sure enough, Joe had a small black box 
with a picture, and there was a rabbit running across 
the yard. 

"Oh, wow!" said Billy." Show me that again."  
 
Joe played the pictures, and there was sky, and green 
grass in the yard, and clouds in the bright blue sky. The 
rabbit ran this way, and then it ran the other way. It 
went behind some bushes.  Billy watched to see when 
it would come out.  But then Joe said he had to go to 
work on his business, and he changed the pictures on 
the little black box. 
 
Billy curled up on the sofa again and went back to 
sleep. "That was so neat," he thought to himself. When 
he woke up, Suzie was calling him for his dinner.  "Dog 
food, Billy. Come get your dog food." Billy loved to 
eat, so he jumped up, wagged his tail and ran into the 
kitchen. 
 
The next day, it was not raining so much, but it was 
cool. Billy did not like cool air, so he was curled up 
on the sofa again.  When Suzie came in and set up the 
little black box, she asked "Billy, do you want to see the 
rabbit on the lap top again?" (Continued on next page)
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"Oh, yes," said Billy, and he rose up to look.  

There was the rabbit.  The rabbit ran this way. The 
rabbit ran that way. Then the rabbit disappeared behind 
the bush.
 
"Hmm,” thought Billy.  “That is the same thing that 
rabbit did yesterday. It ran the same way, and it ran 
behind the same bush. It never comes back.”
 
The next day was so pretty. The sky was bright blue, the 
sun was bright in the sky, and the grass was bright green.
 
Suzie was in her office. She called to Billy. "Hey, Billy, do 
you want to see the rabbit?" But this time Billy looked 
up at her, and barked.
 
"No, I want to go outside. You see, I can't smell that 
rabbit." Billy loved to smell things. "If I just look, I can't 
run and chase him." Billy loved to run and chase things, 
especially a rabbit. "And that rabbit never comes back. 
Our rabbit in our yard always comes back, so I can 
chase him some more."
 
Suzie looked up from the little black box. She grinned at 
Billy, and reached over to rub his back. Billy loved that 
too.
 

"You are so right, Billy. That is just a virtual rabbit. It is 
not really there." Billy ran to the kitchen and Joe let 
Billy out the door, out into the big back yard.
Right away Billy smelled Mr. Rabbit. 
 
Billy barked "Look out, Mr. Rabbit, here I come. I am 
going to catch you!"
 
Billy ran through the green grass, as fast as he could. The 
wind was on his back. It felt so good to run. 
 
Then he saw Mr. Rabbit come out from behind the bush. 
Mr. Rabbit ran this way, and ran that way, and ran around 
in circles. 

Mr. Rabbit yelled at Billy. "You can't catch me, you can't 
catch me."
 
Billy barked, "Yes I can, yes I can." And he ran on and on, 
this way and that way, and around behind the bush. He 
was having so much fun.
 
This is so much better than a picture, Billy thought.  "I 
can run, I can smell, I can bark, bark, bark."
 
Billy was so happy.  He had never caught Mr. Rabbit. 
Maybe he never would. But he did not mind.  He 
thought "This is real. This is really fun. This is so much 
better than a picture on a lap top box."



29

Where Am I? 
 
Here’s a feature to test your scenic knowledge of Wolf Laurel and environs.  See how many locations, events 
or items you can identify in these photos.  Answers on page 31.  How’d you do? 
 
1.        2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.         4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  What kind of plant am I? 
 
5.         6.  
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RENOVATION OF THE  
EBBS CHAPEL SCHOOL

Larry Smith

The community of Wolf Laurel has been involved in the 
renovation of the Ebbs Chapel School for many years.  
Initially Mike and Joanne Jackson worked closely with 
the Upper Laurel Community Organization (ULCO) in 
obtaining grants and donations which allowed the new 
roof and windows to stabilize the building from further 
deterioration.  Then, Milton and Nita Ready along 
with Jim and Mena Burns donated funds to allow the 
auditorium to be refurbished.  For the past two years, 
the Upper Laurel Community Organization has worked 
to complete the auditorium and resolve a number of 
construction issues.  The building is owned by Madison 
County and leased to the ULCO under the leadership 
of Dick Moeller, President.  The organization continues 
to raise money to complete the construction projects.
Last year, the auditorium front doors were replaced 
thanks to the donations made by two Wolf Laurel 
families who contributed the installation of new doors 
at a cost of $5,000.  Then over the winter the concrete 
steps at the front of the auditorium as well as the steps 
on the side of the auditorium were replaced.  These 
efforts along with the completion of the window 
casements, now bring the auditorium to a completed 
state.   

The Upper Laurel Community Organization is excited 
to announce that another former Wolf Laurel resident 
Dr. Sweat has donated his cabin on Hamlin Lane to the 
ULCO.  The proceeds from the sale of this property will 
be devoted to the continued restoration of the school.  
This should enable the completed remodeling of several 
classrooms in the old school. 

ULCO is a nonprofit 501 c3 tax exempt organization.  
Contributions are tax deductable.  The organization 
is committed to fulfilling the goal established by 
the County Commission of utilizing the facility in a 
manner to enhance tourism in Madison County.  They 
encourage your involvement in their activities.  You can 
show support by attending the concerts and festivals 
held at the school.  If you are looking for a more 
significant way to get involved with either with your 
time or your financial support, please contact Dick 
Moeller.  Volunteers are always needed.
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For registration information please call us at
828-649-2411 or visit us online at www.ces.ncsu.edu/madison

and www.facebook.com/MadisonCo.NC4H

Summer Planning is a breeze...with 4-H day camp

WHERE AM I? ANSWERS:
 

Memorial Day 2015 at WLCC
WL Roads Maintenance and Security Building

Fox Glove (contains digitalis)
Along the Nature Trail

Waterfall downstream of the Fish Pond
View looking East from Upper Haw

4-H Cloverbud Spanish Camp: June 20-24 
(ages 5-8, 9am-noon) $25 Join us this summer 
as we learn basic Spanish and explore a different 
culture! 

Cloverbud Kids As Chefs 4-H Camp: June 27-30 
(ages 5-8, 9am-noon) $25 Attention young chefs!! 
Join us this summer for fun in the kitchen with 
Kids As Chefs 4-H Camp! 

4-H Beginning Horse Camp: June 27-28 
(ages 9-12, 9am-2pm) $45 This camp provides 
youth with the opportunity to experience hands-
on work with horses. 

4-H Intermediate Horse Camp: July 7-8 (ages 
9-12, 9am-4pm) $75 This camp is for the more 
experienced horseman. Perhaps you own a horse 
or you participated in 4-H Beginning Horse Camp 
last year? 

4-H Intermediate Spanish Camp: July 11-15 (ages 
9-11, 9am-noon) $25 ¡Bienvenido amigos! Do 
you enjoy learning Spanish? Are you ready for the 
next step?  We will be learning basic conversation, 
new vocabulary, and more about Spanish culture.  
¡Chao!

4-H Kids As Chefs Camp: July 25-29 (ages 10 and 
older, 9am-4pm) $75 From farm to table, join us 
for this week long journey into learning about 
local foods, balanced meals and culinary skills! 
Kids As Chefs 4-H Camp is designed for youth 
ages 10+ who have an interest in cooking (and 
eating!) as well as learning about local foods and 
healthy choices. 

• Registration deadline is Wednesday, June 1, 2016
•	 Unless	otherwise	specified,	all	4-H	Day	Camps	will		
	 be	held	at	the	Madison	County	Cooperative	Extension		
	 Center,	258	Carolina	Lane,	Marshall,	NC	28753
•	 4-H	membership	is	not	required




